GRAM SWARAJYA ABHIYAN- 4th Year, Issue-2 

(Gist Translated version of the Original in Oriya)

Editorial by Shri Jagadish Pradhan: 

 National Rural Employment Guarantee Act has been enforced from 2nd Feb 2006 in Orissa. For reaching the benefits of the act to the farmers and labourers simple enforcement of the act is not enough. Identifying right work and their execution at the right time in a right way is rather important  else like many other act, this Act will also be a farce. For successful implementation of the act Voluntary organizations having competence must come forward to extend support to the rural mass as well as the Government.

People with vested interest are waiting for the opportunities like vultures to make this act a failure. Contractors, Corrupt peoples’ representatives and corrupt government officials are there among these people. These people fail to understand that their act of corruption affects the future generation including their own. It is time to organize and Make the people aware against corruption.

Implementation of National Rural Employment Guarantee Act can only be effective and widen the road for establishing village self-reliance only if the rural masses are organized and aware. 

Silver Jubilee of Jagruti Shramik Sangha : 

Jagruti Shramik Sangha, a community based voluntary organization in Jharbandh block of Bargarh district in Orissa and also a member organization of SVA celebrates its Silver Jubilee on 31st Jan. 2006.Shri Prasanna Kumar Acharya, Member of Parliament (Acting) inaugurated the occasion as Chief Guest and among other guest of honour Dr Murari Prasad Mishra, Ex. M.L.A and Shri Bijay Ranjan Singh Bariha, Ex. M.L.A. were there. Shri Jagadish Pradhan, President of SVA could not participate due to his health problem.

 Gram Swaraj Abhiyan gaining popularity in Tribal belt :

A team of volunteers of Gram Swaraj Abhiyan promoted by SVA provided support for preparation of village micro plans to ANTODAYA, PIA, Orissa Tribal Empowerment and Livelihood Project (OTELP) implemented by the State government in T.Rampur block of Kalahandi.

Presentation of the village micro plans of Kirkicha watershed organized on 3rd Feb. 2006 and was attended by Shri Deepak Mohanty, Director, OTELP, Shri Lingaraj Ota, PD, WORLP, Bolangir, Shri Santosh Kumar Khatua, PD, WORLP, Kalahandi, Dr Ravi Chopra, PSI, Dehradun, Dr N.K.Sanghi, WASSAN, Hyderabad, Shri Kirti Mishra, MART and Shri Jagadish Pradhan of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA).

Forest Protection in Bhaludunguri Village- A Step ahead :

Bhaludunguri- a small village in Dahita Gram Panchayat under Padampur Block is inhibited by 43 BPL families. A forest, quite dense, surrounds the village now. As the villagers say this dense forest was a degraded patch of land only few years back. The village is having a forest committee and they have been doing plantation, regeneration and protection of the forest since 1942. The committee has also received Prakriti Mitra award by the state government for their excellence in forestry. Amazingly, the forest is now shelter of tigers. Recently daughter of a villager is badly injured by a tiger and the villagers are very much terrified by the incident. This may be unbelievable but true that forest protection by villagers can also go to such a height, providing shelter to wild animals. People from other villages in the block are quite motivated by the incident. 

Iswar Kharsel and Bahana Sahoo- show the way to Onion cultivators:

Shri Iswar Kharsel of Balipadar village in Gurjung G.P and Shri Bahana Sahoo of Salegaon village in Dumuria G.P, both in Bhawanipatna sadar block are among farmers highly inspired by various activities of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan towards Gram Swaraj. In the year 2003-04, on an experimental basis both of them started onion cultivation in a small patch of land and sizably benefited. SVA provided them only technical and extension support they needed. This year they have extended their land under onion cultivation up to 3 acres and expecting production of 150 qtls. / Acre. They estimate a total earning of more than Rs 1 lakh from onion cultivation. Bahana Sahoo visited Lasalgaon in an exposure organized by SVA. SVA is also providing marketing support to the local onion cultivators.
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A local variety of Onion grown in Rainy season 

Azola cultivation in Kharselbanjhi in Balipadar village.




Kharselbanjhi village.

Formation of Bir Bajarang Bali Self-help Youth Groups:

Preparation of micro plan in Dangachancha village of Dahita G.P in Padampur block by SVA, geared up development process in that village. Presently the village is having 12 Nos of women SHGs and they are actively involved in development works of the village. Now the village is completely free from Liquor, which was earlier floated with it. Motivated by the Women groups a group of youth in the village come forward and formed in to Bir Bajarang Bali Self help groups with the commitment of socio-economic and political development of the villagers. To begin with they have decided to take up few income generation activities around NTFP for self-reliance.

Workshop on Construction of Small Irrigation Tank organized:

The age-old practice of Irrigation by small irrigation tanks (Chahala) is gradually disappearing from Western Orissa due to the introduction of minor and big irrigation system by the government. Big and minor irrigation structures have got their own disadvantages, as these benefits mostly to the big farmers, never own by the people and displace the poor. On the contrary small irrigation structures (Chahala) are owned by the farmers and hence maintained properly. To promote irrigation by small tanks SVA organized a workshop in Narla block of Kalahandi district on dated 24.02.2006.Other than the local farmers and functionaries of SVA, Shri S.K.Khatua, PD, Watershed, Kalahandi, Shri S.K.Pattanaik, DAO, Narla, Shri S.Dash, Addl. DAO, Narla, Shri J.B.Mahapatra, SCO were participated in the workshop. Various social and technical aspects of small irrigation tanks discussed.

Prices of Edible Oil :  By  Shri Jagadish Pradhan

Market price of edible oil is very much fluctuating in our country. Prices of edible oil imported from outside is the main reason of this fluctuation. Palm and Soyabin are the edible oils imported by our country. International prices of these edible oil are very very low. We import PAM oil from countries like Malayasia where huge production is there and prices are obvious to remain low. But in case of Soyabean number of Multinational companies are involved in the trade and are highly subsidized by their respective governments. To compete with the prices of locally produced edible oils they release their produce at a low price. And ultimately our farmers bear the burden of these international politics.

As per the conditions of WTO, India will have to increase import of edible oil further and our farmers will be facing its negative impact. So, organizations those are promoting cultivation of oil seeds must be careful and instead of simply opposing organizations like WTO, must prepare our farmers to increase productivity and to compete in the International market. 

Netaji Yuvak Sangha organized free health camps:

 Netaji Youth Association of Dahita village in Padampur block organized a free health camp on 23.01.2006 at Dahita.  Sub- Collector of Padampur Sub-division inaugurated the camp.  Dr Prabhat Ku. Tripathy, Specialist, Gynecology and Dr Kailash Ch. Bohidar, Asst. Surgeon from Sub-divisional hospital, Padampur and Dr P.K.Sahoo of local PHC managed the camp. Around 300 patients availed medical services free of cost in the camp. It is a fact that Villages where Micro-planning process has been taken up by SVA, local youth associations have been active to carry forward the development processes of that area. 
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A Successful yam farmer in Kandhkel 

Vermi compost prepared by Sadhuram Rout,

village of Bolangir district.


President,POKS in Chandramanipur village of







Jharbandh block.
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Organic Agriculture in Bhawanipatna of Kalahandi district

Farmers draw no sympathy : 

Recently published 59th report of National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) unfolds the true picture of the miserable condition of Indian farmers. During NDA Government, a number of farmers committed suicide in various states and the main reason for those suicides is that they were heavily indebted and find no way out to be released. Farmers take loan and invest in agriculture with a hope to get a good return and repay back the loan. But when crop fails debt burden on them is multiplied. Insurance is not so much popularized and spread to rural areas to come out of the situation. 

As many as 48.6% of farmers in our country are indebted and out of them 41.5% belong to OBC category and 18% to SC category of farmers. Keeping in view the plight of Indian farmers, NSSO has recommended both State as well as union government that they must provide socio-economic security to our farmers in emergency situation, provide a market and ensure that their produces are sold out. 

Sheep Rearing in Boudh District :

(By Niranjan Pradhan, Anchalik Paribesh Surakshya Sangathan, Sarsara, Boudh)

Boudh district comprises of three blocks and all the blocks have sizable forest coverage. Climatic condition of the district is favourable for sheep rearing. Approximately 20% of the population in the district is involved in this. Sheep rearing has been an income generating activity for many in the district. Mainly two types of sheep breeds are very common in the area. The first variety rears once in a year and gives birth to a single lamb. Normal growth of a young sheep of this variety is 1.5-2 Kg per month. If it is a male one growth is 20-22 Kg in a year and local rate is around Rs 2600. The second variety rears twice in a year and gives birth to two young sheep at a time. In this variety as mother milk is shared by two, one grows faster and the other remain little bit unhealthy. Growth of the young sheep is normally 1-1.5 Kg per month.

Other than meat and milk, qualitative organic manure is prepared from the excreta of this animal and which is very much demanded by farmers. 

Ban on Preparation of common salt in the name of Iodine –An insult to Gandhiji :

Ban on the use, preparation and sales of common salt by the Government has been strongly protested by Utkal Sarvodaya Mandal and many peoples organizations. Their demand is that by doing this government is not only taking the rights of farmers on salt and handing over to the companies but also it is a cruel joke to the father of nation and thousands of our freedom fighters.

They argue that average daily requirement of Iodine for an individual is only 100-150 Micro Gram and other than common salt food materials like milk, fish, meat, vegetables also contain iodine. Propaganda of iodised salt in Radio, T.V and other media by the government is simply cheating to our people.

From the Pages of News Papers…….

Rs 2091 Crores approved for Small Irrigation :

Union cabinet has approved a project of Rs 2091 crores for the implementation of small irrigation schemes during 10th Five Year Plan. Union Finance Minister P.Chidambaram declares that out of the total cost an amount of Rs 850 crores will be provided by the center, share of State Government will be Rs 207 crores and rest will be contributed by farmers. Again he added that 6.2 lakh hectares of land will be covered under small irrigation scheme in the remaining 2 years of 10th Five Year Plan.

Water Supply, Tube well and Sanitation handed over to Panchayat :

Responsibility of Rural water supply and sanitation, Installation, management and maintenance of tube wells have been formally handed over to Gram Panchayats. For this 7000 mechanics and drivers under DRDA will be transferred to Panchayatiraj Department. Further, Panchayats will be responsible for drainage, sewerage system, pipe water supply and maintenance and management of tube wells.

Funds is not a constraint for any Development Schemes- PM :

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh declares that funds are not at all a constraint for any developmental schemes. What we need is that State Governments must implement various schemes effectively and work in cooperation with the union government for accelerating development. Again he assures that progress of our development will be faster in coming 4-5 years and during that period growth of our National Income will increase up to 8-10 %. This will also eradicate problems of unemployment and poverty.

At least 35% of land will be irrigated in each block :

Chief Minister of the State Mr Naveen Pattanaik  issues a circular to all the district collectors to prepare a master plan for providing irrigation facilities to at least 35% of the total cultivable land of each block. He also suggests that Collector should take the responsibility of  providing extension facilities on irrigation directly of the block which is least irrigated. Mr Pattanaik again directs the Collectors of KBK and tribal districts to prepare a separate master plan and submit in stipulated time.

Revised Rate by the Centre for procurement of Rice :

For procuring rice by the State, Union Government has fixed up a revised rate of Rs 1074.26 per Qtl. For FAQ Plain rice and Rs 1065.74 for par boiled rice. Accordingly in the schedule of revised rate FAQ grade ‘A’ plain rice will be procured at the rate of Rs 1124 per qtl. And grade ‘A’ par boiled rice at the rate of Rs 1114.32. In case of relaxed quality rate of grade ‘A’ plain rice is Rs 1115.56 and that of par boiled rice is Rs 1106.07.

Free access of Indian agricultural and industrial goods in export market :

Based on the agreement signed in the 6 th ministerial meeting of WTO in Honkong, Minister of commerce, Mr Kamalnath declared that  Indian agricultural as well as industrial goods will enter freely to International market and subsidized goods will not enter to Indian market. In the meeting it has also been discussed that by 2013 all developing countries will lift export subsidy. Indian Farmers will be benefited due to this agreement.

SHGs Cheated in Supply of hybrid Cow :  

In Bhadrak District there are a total of 5428 nos on Self help Groups and involved in some or other income generation activities. Out of the total groups different Nationalized banks with the recommendation of DRDA have financed 85 groups for diary and milk production units. But few individuals with vested interest supplied these groups with very sub standard cows in the name of hybrid cows. The groups are not able to earn much by selling milk as production of milk is not much as was expected. Members of these groups are facing problem by not repaying the loan in time.

