[image: image1.png]


Gram Swarajya Abhiyan


(July-September, 2005)

Editorial

The vagaries of climate

In recent years, the world has been witnessing a peculiar trend in its weather chart. Scientists are of the opinion that the trend would be even more unusual in future. Hence, one should not be taken aback if the temperature of Bhubaneswar exceeds Titlagarh and Balangir witnesses high floods during peak summer. We have been vocal since long to remain on high alert to counter any natural calamity in the form of flood, drought, cyclone and fog as one of them are certain to rule the roost every year. And it would not surprise us in case these four forms of natural calamities strike simultaneously in a single year. Hence, in keeping tempo with these disquieting trends, we have to plan and reschedule our agriculture, especially cultivation work, accordingly.
Though there is late onset of monsoon this year, one cannot exactly predict as to how long it would last since there is every possibility that it may too have an early exit. True, that we have no control over the weather, but, we are capable of storing adequate rainwater and take up multi-cropping.Nature has bestowed on us with a plethora of methods to tackle natural calamities and our inability in their proper utilization would surely affect us.It is high time for us to seriously mull over in finding effective solution to these pressing problems instead of indulging in the blame game by blaming the weather god.
A sincere and concerted effort would surely lead to a concrete solution, sooner or later.
But for those who, instead of finding solutions to these problems, end up by becoming problems to the solution by resigning to their fate while cursing the vagaries of Nature.
Consequently, they do more harm than good by compounding their miseries further.
Jai Hind.

(Jagadish Pradhan)
-----------------------------------------------------------------
SVA takes up WORLP  project

The Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA) has been assigned to implement several WORLP-aided Micro Watershed Development Projects at Saintala block in Bolangir district.
A total of 10 watershed committees have been 
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formed in 17 villages of the block.
Villages where these committees have been formed are, Jurabandha, Keramal, Rengalabahala, Kadalimunda, Kharselbanji, Patamara, Kandhakelagan, Gurulamal, Badamunda, Balaghati, Patanipita, Talabahala, Ekagudi and Nuamunda.


Each committee, comprising 13 members, has been given total responsibility for the development of the village while the responsibility of financial assistance from the funds of these committees has been entrusted to the secretaries who are solely in charge of these funds.
Till date, village-level micro-planning programme of 8 out of 10 watershed committees has been completed by the SVA under the Entry Point Programme.
Of the six committees, a total of 33 farmers have been provided with one vegetable mini kit each while 74 beneficiaries have been provided with 699 lemon saplings and another 74 beneficiaries have been provided with 778 mango saplings.
Similarly, 225 farmers have been supplied with 455 kg of green gram and another 224 farmers have been supplied with 495 kg of black gram for cultivation.
Besides, four committees have been supplied with 70,000 fingerlings to take up fishery in a total of 41.5 acres of land.
This apart, SVA had also organized a health camp in association with Kadalimunda Committee in which medicines were distributed among 89 patients under the health awareness programme.
In addition to these, a three-day veterinary camp was set up on behalf of Kandhakela Village Committee comprising Kandhakela, Sargipali and Sinakhamana villages.
At the camp, a total of 1632 pet animals were treated with medicines relating to major diseases like Phatua, Worm and Jibasara.
With regard to developmental activities, construction of a passenger waiting shade at Keumala village, improvement to morum roads at Kandhakela village, three concrete Grain Drying Yards at Kadalimunda and Rengalabahala village for drying up of grains and pulses, a school building, three cemented steps in the village pond and cement floor of three tube wells at Kadalimunda village has been completed while repair work of 10 wells belong to 10 extremely poor families has also been completed with the help of their free labour as well as financial assistance from the committee funds.
In the ongoing soil and water conservation programmes, construction works in two surplus structures, two run-off structures, four WHSs, four chahalas (Ponds) and renovation of seven tanks are in progress.
In two committees, two orchards have been completed and handed over to the landless families under their direct supervision.
To make the villagers aware of eth advantages of organic manure, two zia khata sara tanks and natural compost tanks have been completed in the village.
Under the above-mentioned programmes, people of these villages have deposited Rs 16,267 at the Watershed Development Fund through shramdan.
In five committees, a nursery unit has been set up in which 41,300 saplings of bamboo, drumstick, papaya, sishu, chakunda, ritha, tamarind and jackfruit have been reared up.
Each member of the self-help group (SHG) has been supplied with at least four saplings from this nursery and they have been asked to plant them at their respective backyard.
Apart from these SHG members, each village has been provided with the same facility.
A total of four village-level volunteers have been appointed in each committee to help in the management of agriculture, SHGs, animal resources and natural resources.
Each animal resources volunteer has been provided with a treatment kit bag for at least one pet animal and hens.
These volunteers would be able to meet the requirement of the villagers as specialists in this field.
Each committee has purchased essential items that include mat, lantern, box and office stationary such as pens and papers towards [image: image3.png]


its administrative expenses.
About 30 SHGs from nine villages have been provided with a total loan assistance of Rs 8,77,000 from the livelihood fund of the committee. 
Each SHG has invested its respective loan amount in fishery, poultry, weaving and other businesses and as per the terms of the contract, each SHG will pay back the principal amount along with 9 per cent [image: image4.png]


interest after one year from the date of incurring the loan.


To enlighten the villagers under the watershed programme, members of the committee were taken out for a training visit to Purulia district in Bihar, Similiguda block in Koraput district, Daringibadi in Kandhamal district, Bilenjore in Nuapada district and Ghanishu in Balangir district to train themselves on soil and water conservation methods.
The most striking feature being observed under this ongoing programme is that the people, who were forced to migrate to other place under compulsive circumstances to earn money, are now able to earn even more under the programme while staying in their native village.
Moreover, it is expected that the people of 17 villages, that are included under the Watershed Programme, need not have to migrate further.
Another heartening feature is that the input team, farmers’ team, SHGs and Watershed Committees has at least four meetings each within a short notice.
This has given way to a sense of harmony and cooperation among the villagers.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------
SHGs take up horticulture work

Members of all self-help groups (SHGs) in Saintala block in Balangir district had a village-level meeting at Kharselbanji village on 26th May, 205.
The meeting, in presence of Mili Subuddhi of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA) and volunteer Lakshmi Mahakud decided to take up a host of measures in their respective villages as well as their proper implementation.
Among other decisions taken at the meeting were, weekly cleaning of the village road and observance of major national festivals such as Republic Day, Independence Day Women’s Day etc.
It was revealed at the meeting that the Bhagabati SHG of Kharselbanji and Lantbudha, Matrushakti and Baishnabi SHGs of Kadalimunda have purchased 200 drumstick and 100 papaya saplings each from under the watershed project, have planted them in a piece of leased land. Each SHG has taken up proper maintenance of these saplings.
While each SHG member has been asked to plant some drumstick and papaya saplings at her respective backyard each of them SHG has promised to take up any group-related work in their village.


------------------------------------------------------------------
SVA takes up agro-based programmes

The Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA) has taken up extensive agro-based programmes in five watershed committees under Saintala block in Balangir district comprising Jurabandh Keumal, Kadalimunda, Kharselbanji, Patamara and Kandhkel villages.

Preparation of saplings
Keeping in view of the requirement, each committee has reared up saplings in its respective nursery. A total of 41,300 Drumstick , bamboo, Ritha, Sishu, chakunda, Accacia, Papaya and Tamarind saplings have been developed.

Seeds swapping programme
This programme has been implemented in all five committees. Each committee has identified 20 extremely poor and landless beneficiaries and each of them has been supplied with 30 kgs of high-yielding paddy.
Initially, the plan was to provide these high-yielding paddy seeds to these beneficiaries in exchange of indigenous paddy from them to set up a grain bank.
Since it could not be realized due to a variety of paddy available with them, these paddy were sold and the money was deposited in the development fund of the committee.
It was decided that the committee would purchase high-yielding paddy from these beneficiaries from the money deposited in the development fund and these paddy would be swapped with 20 other beneficiaries to be identified by the committee.

Horticulture programme
Under this programme, each committee has supplied two mango, two cashew, two papaya, two drumstick saplings and one lemon sapling to each family in the village to plant them in their field. While drumstick plantation has already been done, preliminary work of digging the earth for the remaining fruit and vegetable plants is also over.
Besides, bamboo plants have been supplied for fencing purpose while decision has been taken to plant yam (Khamba Alu) along the fence.

Vaccination of pets
Under this programme, the SVA, in association with the local vets had organized a three-day camp in Kandhakelagan, Sargipali and Sinakhaman villages in Kandhakelagan panchayat for treatment of a total of 1632 pets including cattle, sheep and goats. Medicines were distributed for immunization against phatua diseases and treatment of worms. This apart, tonics for these pets were also provided.
---------------------------------------------------------------------
Land pattas to landless, but where is the land ?

While the state government is busy in tall talks for rendering yeoman’s service to the landless by providing them with land pattas, however, contrary to its claim, instances are galore in several villages including Gulumi, Suagapur, Sagadaghata, Sikera, Sialajhudungi, Pipilibandha, Gandarapada, Mahulapada, Kapasibhata and Banjijhala under Sagadaghat and Mahulapada gram panchayats under Titlagarh sub-division in Balangir district where these patta-holders have not see their land till date!
Meanwhile, in a joint effort, the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA) and the Jami Jangal Mukti Sangram Parishad had conducted a survey meeting in these villages. 
Later with the effort of SVA, a total of 271 landless families in these villages have been identified.
These families, who were provided with land patta by the state government through the district administration, have sadly failed to identify their land till date.
Neither the state government and nor the revenue department has taken any step to facilitate these landless by identifying their leased lands. 
As a result, a total of 271 landless including 38 from Gulumi village, 41 from Suagapur village, 20 from Sagadaghata village, 19 from Sikera village, 15 from Sialajhudungi village, 61 from Pipilibandha village, 27 from Dagarapada village, 18 from Mahulapada village, 16 from Kapasibhata village and 16 from Banjijhala village have somehow managed to build their houses by the grace of their fellow villagers after being deprived of all benefits provided by the government.

Will it be a farce?
Recently, a state-level tehsildars’ meeting jointly presided over by chief minister Navin Patnaik and revenue minister Manmohan Samal in Bhubaneswar, has decided to provide 4 decimals of homestead land each to 2.39 lakh landless in the state within three years under the Basundhara Yojana.
But taking into consideration of the plight of the 271 landless of 10 villages under Titlagarh block has raised many a eyebrows about the successful implementation of the programme.
If the instance of the pitiable plight of the aforesaid landless in Titlagarh block alone is taken into account, then the plight of hundreds of landless in other blocks and sub-divisions in Balangir district alone can be well-imagined.
In a bid to put an end to this impasse, a joint delegation of SVA and Jami Jangal Mukti Sangram Parishad had met Titlagarh tehsildar Pramod Kumar Mishra on 29th May this year and urged him to take immediate steps to this effect as a permanent solution.
During the discussion, Mishra highly appreciated the steps taken up by the SVA by going through the details of the problems faced by these landless.
He told the delegation to make similar survey in at least one revenue circle and submit a report in this connection.
While assuring the delegation that he would personally look into the problems of the landless basing on the report, he also asked the delegation to furnish a conclusive report by identifying the poor and landless so as to enable the district administration to provide homestead land under the Basundhara Yojana that is going to be launched shortly.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Construction of concrete roads in rural areas- some facts to note

Construction of concrete roads in villages is currently underway under the Sampoorna Gramin Rojgar Yojana (SGRY). The objective behind the construction is to facilitate the villagers with smooth communication to relieve them from the usual muddy and bumpy roads.
Though huge money is being pumped in by the government towards construction of these roads, it has come to the notice that in most cases, the quality of construction has been compromised to a large extent due to unholy nexus among the corrupt officials, contractors and the local representatives. As a result, the quality and longevity of these roads have been greatly reduced.
If such is the state of affairs, then a fair-weather road would be more preferable to a rundown concrete road.
Therefore, it is the responsibility of every villager to personally oversee the construction of concrete roads to ensure better quality work.
If the villagers are not watchful of the irregularities by the contractors, labour leader or the concerned officials, then should they expect the work would be personally monitored and supervised either by the prime minister or the chief minister? 
This must be borne in mind by every villager to understand and realize the exigency of the situation.
Hence, to have a general idea, one must know about the nature and quality of work.
Below are some useful specifications laid out in the construction of concrete roads.

Proportion of raw materials
Generally, sand layer of 3 inch are spread out on the bed of the road on which a mixture of cement, sand and metals having 1:4:8 proportions is spread at a level of 6 inch.
However, it is now seen that in most of the cases, the contractors have resorted to haphazard construction of roads while ignoring the prescribed specifications.
According to the specified estimate, at least 113 bats of cement would be required for 100-feet road having 12 feet height.
Hence, taking the estimate into consideration, at least 10 bags of cement would be required for a 10-feet road having 12 feet height.
But reliable sources have said that the work is going along with even two to three bags of cement.
This apart, there have been frequent irregularities in laying 3 inch of chips on the concrete layer as per the specified provisions.
Taking these anomalies into account, the villagers should force these erring contractors to work according to the plans and estimate of the concerned engineer.

Watering the concrete structure
On any newly-built structure, frequent watering has to be made for at least two to three weeks. Anything less than this would only result in sheer waste of construction of these structures as they would gradually break up within a short time.
There is no meaning of any government-sponsored programmes if they are not properly implemented in true letter and spirit. 
If the villagers would remain as mute spectators to the wanton siphoning of money specially earmarked for the village development, then who would be responsible for the loot? And who would bear the brunt of these gross irregularities?
----------------------------------------------------------------
Lasalagan tour account of onion farmers

On behalf of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA), we 11 onion farmers had a five-day trip to Lasalagan near Nasik in Maharashtra from July 15 to 20 this year.
The team, comprising 6 men and 5 women, reached at the Nasik Road early in the morning. After refreshment, we set off for Lasalagan, about 48 km from Nasik and reached there within a couple of hours.
After reaching Lasalagan, we went to the office of the Agricultural Product Market Committee (APMC) where we had the opportunity to meet its secretary D N Yadav.
As he sought to know the reasons of our arrival here, we apprised him of the aims and objectives of SVA and the steps taken by it for the welfare of the farmers of Orissa.
Later, as per his request, each of us raised questions on onion cultivation starting from preparation of land to harvesting.
Before replying in detail to our questions, Yadav gave us a brief outline on APMC, its modus operandi, aims and objectives.
Later, the APMC secretary B Y Holkar met and thanked us for visiting Lasalagan.
After the end of the discussion, Yadav showed us a manual onion grading machine.
By moving the handle of the machine, the onions, put inside it, come out with different grades and sizes. This machine can grade 7 small and big onions at a time.
This grading machine, costing around Rs 15,000, is available in Pune.
It is worthwhile here to mention that the APMC, situated at Nasik, was set up in April 1, 1947 with the enactment of the Bombay Agricultural Product Act-1939. The Committee is now under the purview of the Maharashtra Agriculture Product Market Act-1963.
In the beginning, the Lasalagan Market Committee was under the Nifad Taluk in Nasik district.
However, since December 28, 1995, the jurisdiction of the Committee has been fixed while taking 62 villages under Nifad Taluk. While Lasalagan being the market headquarter office of the Committee, it has also two sub-markets-one at Nifad and the other at Binuchar.
It is needless to say that the Lasalagan Market Committee is the biggest onion market in the country. In an average, about 33 to 37 lakh quintals of onion are transacted here every year to the tune of at least Rs 100 crore.
In Nasik alone, the output of onion is around 30 to 35 lakh quintals that comes from a total cultivated land of 50,000 to 60,000 hectares at a cost ranging from Rs 60 to Rs 80 crore per annum.
Basically, the price of the onion primarily depends on the volume of its export that is mostly done through the railways.
Besides onion, the other major regulated agricultural products are jaw, wheat, bajra, sugarcane and grapes.
It may be mentioned here that in Orissa, there is no preparation of onion seeds. Rather, the farmers mostly depend on some outlets from where they procure the seeds. Contrary to this, the farmers of Lasalagan prepare and sell onion seeds.
Outside the APMC office, there is a shopping complex known as Bagari Baba, a renowned saint after whose name, there is a temple at Lasalagan where he is worshipped as God.
Outside the APMC, there are some big traders in Lasalagan who have built low-cost godowns in an exclusive traditional method to store onion for a longer period. The onions, stacked at these godowns, are generally exported to Arab countries.
Our team, accompanied by Gunjan Saheb, executive of Nifad, went to the nearby onion godowns situated at a little distance from Lasalagan.
Inside these two-storey godowns, a huge quantity of onion is easily stacked in a small area. The topmost roof of these godowns is covered with asbestos to prevent rainwater from entering into the store rooms.
During our stay, we came to know that besides onion, grapes cultivation is also done around the periphery of Lasalagan. In most of the districts of Maharashtra, grapes are grown in thousands of hectares of land. The dried grapes are exported to several countries.
On our way back, we met two farmers, Prashant Mittal Daund and Ekanand Namvej of Pipalagan. During interaction, we came to know that Prashant cultivates onion in three acres of land while Ekanand cultivates grapes in four acres of land. 
We also realized that the farmers of Maharashtra are highly industrious and painstaking as they have extensive vegetable cultivation including papaya, cabbage, tomato, brinjal, maize and sugarcane apart from onion and grapes.
While on the way to the Nasik railway station, every moment of our entire six-day tour had remained fresh in our memory. 
There is no doubt that this unique trip provided us with a new vista of opportunity and scope to emulate Lasalagan experience in our respective localities.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Concerted effort of women on rights over water pays off

Kotana, a village under Jharabandha block, is regarded as the epicenter of ancient education and culture in the entire Bargarh district.
This village hogged the limelight for being the frontrunner in ushering in a political awakening and socio-economic development in this region since five decades.
The village had screamed the headlines of major local dailies of Orissa following an incident in which over 300 women and children took charge of a tank in their village in an attempt to exercise the sole rights of the villagers on the tank water.
The incident was the fallout of the decision of the district administration to use this tank for fish cultivation. As a result, the villagers, who had been using the tank water for drinking agriculture, were deprived of their rights over the tank.
The valour and guts of the women of this village had drawn the attention of the then Orissa chief minister Late Biju Patnaik. 
Besides, the then Union minister Late Dr Krupasindhu Bhoi had also deeply moved by the incident and had come forward suo motu to help the villagers.
This incident had brought about a radical change in the entire undivided Sambalpur district.
Later, at the instance of the state government, the district administration had made special arrangements to reserve a pond/tank for the villagers in every village to exclusively use the water for drinking and agriculture purposes.
The rights of the villagers were given due recognition. The concerted effort of these brave women paved the way for Gram Swaraj in all the villages of the district.
There was only one savings team at Sindhudhipa in Komana village. However, the team could not be regularised due to shortage of workers and discontinuance of Oxfam aid.
Undeterred by these bottlenecks, the women of the village tried their best to revive the team and with a solid back-up by the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA), women of several adjoining villages thought of a women’s cooperative.
Later, with the congregation of 80 women at Baitali village, the effort was set on rolling in Kotana village when 30 women of the village assembled on 2nd February, 2005.
At the meeting, the SVA volunteers Soudamini Sahu, Hemasagar Pradhan and Ghanashyam Pradhan were present.
While Ghanashyam Pradhan gave a detailed account on the nature and role of the cooperatives, Soudamini Sahu convinced the women members about the aims and objectives of the savings cooperative team such as relief from money-lenders’ exploitation, fulfilment of basic needs, curb on unnecessary expenditure, strict adherence to the rules of the team and formation of committees.
Besides, the SVA members also apprised the women members of various income-generating schemes.
In the end, Hemasagar Pradhan highlighted on the success achieved by several women’s savings team and the constructive work taken up by them through their perseverance and wholehearted effort.
------------------------------------------------------------------
Kandul Dal processing project launched in Kerpai panchayat
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In the Kerpai Panchayat, pulses (Kandul Dal) cultivation is done in large areas. 
As much as 40% of the total cultivable land in this area is covered under Kandul dal cultivation. 
As a result, the dal has proved to be of high demand and cost, which has made a great impact on the lives and income of the people in the area. 
From a survey report presented by Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA) in the consecutive years, 2002-2003 and 2003-2004, it can be sought out that at least 2000 to 2500 quintals of Kandul dal is produced in the best harvesting years. 


Despite having a high demand of the produce throughout the year, the beneficiaries are a handful of traders, who decide and fix the price of the dal. 
Thus, poverty still persists. 
While on one side, the traders and mill owners from far away places like Andhra Pradesh (A.P), Jaipur, Rayagada enjoy the benefits & on the other side, the poor farmers sell these pulses at a very cheap rate ranging from Rs 9 per kg to Rs 10 per kg. 
At times, the profit made out of selling these crops is much below the actual cost of the dal.

Taking these problems into consideration and on the proposal of finding a way out to free the poor from this hurdle, the self-help groups (SHGs) have taken the task and responsibility of storage and processing into their own hand. 
With the help of NABARD, a Self Help Group consisting of 25 women members were trained for 45 days and along with it, the work has been distributed among 13 Self Help Groups. 
Through this programme, fruitful results has been seen, including a check in the exploitation by the money leaders, increase  fair price in the price of the Kandul Dal and most important of all employment generation of women has ensured with the implementation of this programme, the block and the districts MDM along with the Emergency Feeding (ICDS) have been arranged.

Details presented by the SHGs in the processing of Kandul Dal.

Number of Groups

:
13

Total members

:
111

Kandul collected (in quintal)
:
370

Total Price (in Rs)

:
5,39,153

Processed Dal  (in quintal)
:
259

Total price of dal

:
6,12,017/-

Wage amount


:
29,600

Total Profit of groups

:
64,264

Bran amount


:
60

Total price


:
21,000

For this particular programme, the district collector of Kalahandi, Mr.Saswat Mishra has contributed Rs 13 lakhs and the rest amount has been arranged independently by the group SGYP Yojaja through Bank Linkage.

For the years 2006-2007, a huge godown having capacity of 100 tonnes is being planned with the aim at storing 1200 quintals of Dal in the near future. 
By this, about 2000 employment days can be created. 
Thus, the people will not depend on block / district for marketing. They can operate independently.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
District-level meeting of forest dwellers

A district-level meeting was held at Titlagarh on 27th May, 2005 by the Bana and Banagram Vikash Committee in association with the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA). 
At the meeting, representatives of Sukunipadar village, representatives of nine non-revenue villages of Muribahal block, office-bearers of Jangala Mukti Sangram Parishad of Titlagarh block as well as village representatives and the forest dwellers of he Tureikela reserve forest, were present.
The meeting discussed about the forest dwellers of Sukunipadar village inside the Tikhari reserve forest limits.
The meeting began with the welcome address given by the Kalahandi SVA unit president Akbar Majhi to all the forest dwellers. This was followed by the SVA volunteer Ambarish Mishra who drew the attention of the members while giving a detailed account on the achievement in the forest land. He urged the members to have a self-assessment on the problems of each village and called for an awareness drive among the villagers on the role of the villages as well as the presidents and secretaries for solutions to these problems. He called on the villagers to further strengthen the Jami Jangala Mukti Andolan by remaining united.
In his address, SVA secretary Kasana Patra gave an account on the role of the village youths in taking up the responsibility of the village organisation.
The meeting decided that the office-bearers of the organisation would provide all help to the farmers in their village where plantation would be done in their agriculture land.
It was also decided at the meeting that each member of the village would plant at least one neem tree each around their field for creation of new agro forests to save the forest from extinction.
The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks by Patra.
---------------------------------------------------------------
The economics of flower broom(Hill Broom)



It would be needless to mention that the Thuamul-Rampur block in Kalahandi district is a repository of flower broom.
The flower broom grows in abundance in forest areas from where the tribals collect them for two months in a year. The average annual collection of these brooms in Kerpai panchayat ranges from 1000 to 1200 quintals.


However, the efforts of these tribals are wasted as the moneylenders and the traders procure these brooms from them at a throwaway price.
For instance, while the flower brooms were sold at Rs 700 per quintal at Kerpai, the price of these brooms per quintals in the neighbouring Andhra Pradesh ranged   from Rs 1600 to Rs 1700. Similarly, the purchasing price of these brooms per quintal at the TDCC was Rs 1200.
However, the fair price of these brooms is still in question.
The brooms, available at Thuamul-Rampur, are 35 to 40 inch long. At least 2.5 to 3 finished brooms can be made from one kg of raw brooms costing around Rs 18 to Rs 20 apiece that are generally sold at Rs 35 apiece in Mumbai, Hyderabad, Kolkata and Chennai.
Hence, considering the above trend, one can well imagine that as to what extent the innocent tribals are taken for a ride by these unscrupulous traders. The sorry plight of these tribals is the outcome of the gross apathy of the state government for not taking up any initiative to this effect.
However, the price of these brooms has been hiked from Rs 7 to Rs 10 apiece due to the purchase of these brooms by the self-help groups (SHGs) managed by the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyana (SVA), at a price of Rs 1000 per quintal till recently.
------------------------------------------------------
Acute shortage of fingerlings hits state’s pisciculture

Acute shortfall in fingerlings production has hit the Orissa’s pisciculture hard. As against the requirement of 110 crore fingerlings, only 30 crore fingerlings are produced that comes to nearly one-fourth of the total requirement. 
In view of this crisis, the state fisheries department has been trying to augment fingerlings production both at the government and private enterprises level.
It may be mentioned here that as against the state’s internal requirement of 30 lakh metric tonne (MT) of fish, the state is able to meet even less than 10 lakh MT of fish at present.
As a result, to fulfil the requirement, the state has been depending largely on the neighbouring Andhra Pradesh.
It is quite disappointing to note here that while Orissa is richly studded with appropriate natural surroundings fit for fish cultivation on a massive scale, there has been hardly any initiative taken up either by the preceding governments or the present government till date. 

The fisheries sector in the state has tremendous potential in terms of generating huge employment opportunity and salvaging the sagging economy of the state.
However, realisation seems to have dawned on our policy-makers on this virtually unexplored sector.
The state government has decided to encourage fish cultivation through some government departments including fisheries and animal husbandry, panchayati raj, agriculture, tribal and harijan welfare, women’s development and cooperation.
But the major impediment has come in the way of the farmers who have not been supplied with the required number of fingerlings even through they have incurred loans from the banks to take up fish cultivation.
According to official estimate, the total number of fishermen in the state is around 11 lakh out of which a majority of them largely depend on fresh water.
These fishermen usually thrive on fishing from 1.16 lakh hectares of ponds and nullahs, 2.5 lakh hectares of reservoirs, 1.08 lakh hectares of tanks and 1.71 lakh hectares of river and canal water.
Besides, the state has 480-km long coastal sea belt along the six districts having 24 sq km of fishing zones.
In spite of this, there has been a meagre fishing from these coastal belts. Moreover, fishermen from the neighbouring states of West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu and also fishermen from Bangladesh have been frequently trespassing into the state’s coastal zone and harassing our fishermen by snapping up their fishing nets and capsizing their boats. 
Though the incidents have become a routine affair, the state government has not been able to take appropriate actions against these intruders to provide protection to our fishermen.
If the state government can utilize its rich and natural infrastructure, its internal revenue could be generated at over Rs 1.5 crore in fisheries sector in which at least 3 lakh people could be directly employed.


-----------------------------------------
Workshop on onion cultivation

The Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA), Borda unit, in association with the District Supply and Marketing Agency (DSMS) had organised a workshop on onion cultivation and storage at Borda, Gurujang, Aratala, palana, Kandupati and Borabhata Gram Panchayats under Bhawanipatna block in Kalahandi district on 14th February, 2005. A total of 30 Mahila Mandals and their associate members had participated in the workshop.
The workshop was managed by Mahendra Kumar Joshi.
Besides junior horticulturist Rama Chandra Mallick who inaugurated the workshop, others present on the occasion were, senior horticulturist Pabitra Kumar Das and manager of Kalahandi Anchalika Gramya Bank’s Borda branch.
In his welcome address, Rama Chandra Das apprised the members of the onion cultivation taken up at these panchayats.
Stating that the cultivation of the Hindustan Langal brand onion was not fit for the storage, he said that the cultivation of this brand of onion seed is not profitable to the farmers since the volume of harvesting is not encouraging despite applying a sizeable dose of organic manure.
He advised the farmers to go for Bagari brand onion that would be profitable to them both in terms of production and storage.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Forest dwellers up in arms against forest officials

Following recent declaration of the Sunabeda forest range in Nuapada district as a sanctuary, the audacity and high-handedness of the forest officials in terms of harassment of the forest dwellers have gone manifold.
These traditional forest dwellers, solely depending on the forest for their livelihood, have now denied entry into the sanctuary limits.
While the forest officials have been charging penalty from these forest dwellers for taking their cattle inside the forest for grazing, the latter have also been deprived of collecting mahula and other minor forest produce from within the forest limits.
Worse still, these forest dwellers have been restrained from their social functions too. Neither they are allowed to beat their drums and nor any of their kings have been asked to visit their houses frequently. 
Cheesed off with restrictions, these forest dwellers have resorted to several agitational means, but to no avail.
Though the Central government has been vocal on the enactment of Acts in favour of the forest dwellers to acknowledge their traditional rights on the forests and forest land, the forest officials, on the contrary, have been using the forest as their own property.
To cite one of the instances of their highhandedness, nine villagers of Sunabeda Sanabahali and Jumapani including six women were on the way to their village on 22nd June, 2005, carrying stones from the forest with a tractor for construction of village roads when they were detained by the forest officials, who, while seizing the stone-laden tractor, took these villagers to the range office where they allegedly misbehaved with them.
Following information, over hundreds of villagers rushed to the range office and vehemently protested the action of the forest officials, who in turn, tried to intimidate them by opening blank fire. This led to violent clash between them. Since then, the incident has assumed alarming proportions.
Meanwhile, acting on the complaints lodged by the forest officials, the police have arrested 11 villagers. While all of them have been thrown behind bars, a majority of villagers, against whom non-bailable warrants (NBWs) are issued, have been scurrying for cover by hiding somewhere inside the forest areas. The tension still continues to prevail in the area till date.
Taking strong exception to the incident, think-tanks of the state as well as other neighbouring states have expressed grave concern.
They have opined that if the attitude of the forest officials towards the forest dwellers remained unchanged, it would be impossible to protect the flora and fauna of the sanctuary. Besides, the incident could also trigger a spurt in Naxalism in the area, they asserted.
Meanwhile, some social organizations have written to the state government to be watchful of the incident and act in haste to prevent it from taking an ugly turn in future.
----------------------------------------------------------
Rajalakshmi Paddy and Oil Mill inaugurated

The Rajalakshmi Paddy and Oil Mill was inaugurated at the Sahabhati Vikash Abhiyan (SVA)’s office premises at Balipada under Narla block in Kalahandi district on 28th April, 2005.
Among others, Kalahandi district collector Saswat Mishra, chairman of Kalahandi Anchalika Gramya Bank (KAGB) Dhirendra Kumar Routray, KAGB branch manager Kailash Chandra Sahu, Narla Block Development Officer (BDO) Pravas Chandra Bhoi, Narla block chairman Pabitra Kumbhara and other officials were present on the occasion.
The paddy and oil mill was set up by the Dakhina Kali Mahila Sangh, a women’s savings team in Salepada village with the assistance from the KAGB under the Swarna Jayanti Swarojgar Yojana (SJSY).
Over 400 members of a total 47 women’s savings team, members of the local farmers’ club and several voluntary workers had attended the function that was organised in joint collaboration of the SVA, KAGB and Nabard.
At the function, the district collector conducted a quiz competition among the women’s savings team. The members were quizzed on several topics including women and child health, women’s empowerment and several government-sponsored programmes.
The winners were given away prizes.
Later, the collector gave a cheque of Rs 5000 each to 16 weak savings team of Narla block. 
On the occasion, five Mahila Committees were included in the SJSY through the KAGB’s Tulapada branch.
In his address, the collector gave a detailed briefing about the aims and objectives of the women’s savings teams and several government-sponsored schemes. He also exhorted the savings team to be self-sufficient by formulating innovative programmes in their respective locality.
Speaking on the occasion, the KAGB branch manager apprised the team of various income generating schemes presently available through the bank and requested the members to properly manage the savings network.
He also requested them to stay in touch with the bank.
The function concluded with a cultural show performed by the members of the women’s savings team.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
One Stop Aquashop

For the fish farmers

There were times when the fish farmers of Orissa had to depend largely on Kolkata and other neighbouring states for fingerlings for fishery.
Though the production of fingerlings has started in the state by a few individuals and institutions, the requirements of fingerlings in the state has remained still high.
For profitable fish cultivation, quality fingerlings are of bare necessity. 
Keeping this in view, the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA) has taken up the production of quality fingerlings at Bilenjore in Nuapada district with technical assistance from the Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture (CIFA), the STREAM of Thailand and other renowned national and overseas agencies.



Quality fingerlings of various types of fish including Rohu, Carp, Mrigal, Silver Carp and Bilati Rohu are being produced and sold at a reasonable price. Besides, special arrangements have also been made to provide the fish farmers with a host of facts and information relating to fishery at the SVA’s One Stop Aquashop at Bilenjore.
Interested fish farmers can contact with the following address: 
One Stop Aquashop
Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan
At-Bilenjore, Dist-Nuapada (Orissa)
Tel: 06679-244671, 244478
Contact persons: Mr. Bhawani Shankar Panda, B.Sc Ag (Fishery)
Mr. Sunil Kumar Barla (PGDRD)
--------------------------------------------------------------
Quality thorn for fencing

The Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA) extends its services to the farmers to fortify their crop fields with thorns by supplying quality thorn seeds locally known as Saru Babul.
The thorns of these small size trees are so strong that leave alone cattle and other graminivorous pets and wild animals, thieves even cannot penetrate them.
The seeds of these trees cost Rs 80 per kg.
Interested farmers can contact with the following address:
Samaleswari Bihana Bhandara
SVA, Bilenjore, Dist-Nuapada 
OR
SVA, Balipada, Dist-Kalahandi
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
My small village


We progress in consensus.








Fishing activities by SHG members of Pandelbahali





Broom making in the village (Swaraj Broom by SHG members.)





Rearing fingerlings in the nursery of SVA





Dal processing unit managed by SHG





Training on management of �nursery pond








