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EDITORIAL: Shri Jagadish Pradhan

With the growth of civilization Man/woman are trying to apply arts, science, knowledge, talents etc. to its optimum for a descent, beautiful and a better life. For some people food, clothing and shelter or the physical developments are just enough for a happy living. They see only the physical aspects and do not consider one important aspect that is spiritual or social aspects. Similarly many of our environmentalists (both individuals and Institutions) are very much concerned for the natural environment and ignore the social environment. Village society existed only in the principles of universal brother/sisterhood and concern for each other fellow being, which are decaying day by day now. Groups within the villages are busy in quarreling. There are cut throat competition among themselves. May it be for getting the food or provisions of the government or the use of various resources meant for sustainability of human being. Violence within the family or in village society is the main cause for the instability in the state or terrorism in the national or international level. Is it possible to protect the physical environment of the globe in such a situation? In the auspicious occasion of celebrating the World Environment Day let all take a vow to first improve our social environment apart from the natural environment.
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Participants of the “Training on Integrated fish farming “ at Bilenjore

Establishment of Agriculture Export Zone (AEZ) in all states:

For the financial year 2006-07 Government of India (GOI) is planning to establish an agriculture export zone in all states to export agricultural produces and trying to create a unitary Investment system for all export zone. Shri Jayaram Ramesh, Union Minister of Commerce says that this will be an initiative to exterminate the negative impact of free trade agreement.

Land getting barren due to chemical fertilizers:

It is a fact that Green Revolution has brought about competition in application of chemical fertilizers and pesticides among states. Even use of more chemical fertilizers by states treated to be advanced in agriculture. But now situation has changed to a great extent. In a seminar organized by Center for Bharatiya Marketing Development (CBMD) and DISHA in the Ramiya Hall of OUAT, Bhubaneswar various renowned agricultural scientists view that states those have used less chemical fertilizers are really sensible. They advocate for an organic green revolution. Many eminent persons all over India participated in the seminar.
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Shri B.K.Sinha, Deputy Secretary, Union Ministry of Panchayati Raj in a discussion with villagers regarding Micro Plan, preparation under GSA and other issues.

Development of rural area is doubtful- unless corruption is checked:

In his visit to Orissa Shri B.K.Sinha, Joint Secretary, Ministry of PR, GOI visited few operational villages of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan in Kalahandi, Bolangir and Nuapada district. On 11.05.2006 he visited Tetelpada village of Bangomunda block in Bolangir district, where SVA facilitated the micro planning processes two years back. While reviewing the performance of various development schemes implemented by the Panchayat in the village, he was stunt by the report of the villagers more specifically by the village women about the corruption of block and district officials. However he appreciated the village women for speaking so daringly about the corrupt officials in their presence. From there he visited Balipadar village of Kalahandi district where he found onion and sunflower cultivation promoted by SVA. He interacted with the farmers directly about their problems. He spent one night in the Swaraj Ashram developed by SVA and in the next day he visited Khairmal village to know about the development process there. Through out his visit to western orissa Shri Ravi Chopra, PSI, Dehradun and Shri Jagadish Pradhan, President, SVA accompanied him. While discussing with Shri Chopra and Shri Pradhan he remarked that development of rural area is doubtful unless corruption is checked. 

NEWS STREAM…………

Saintala: 60 nos. of volunteers from different Watershed Projects of Saintala Block in Bolangir district, implemented by Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan visited N.M. Sadguru Foundation based at Kalapippal village in Gujurat. They visited to various watershed activities of the foundation in two phases. One group visited from 14.04.2006 to 21.04.2006 and another group from 28.04.2006 to 07.05.2006.

Bilenjore: Shri Ashis Karmchandani, a senior staff of an International Consultancy Agency, MONITOR visited different area of Kalahandi, Bolangir and Nuapada to see activities of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan and to provide inputs to the programme management more specifically on Gram Swaraj Abhiyan. Dr Ravi Chopra from PSI, Dehradun, Shri Jagadish Pradhan, President, SVA and other senior staffs of SVA accompanied him during his visit.

Bilenjore: An exposure team comprising of functionaries of 69 leading Voluntary Organisations of Uttar Pradesh headed by Shri Lalchand, Project officer, OXFAM, Lucknow, Shri Feroz Mirza Baig and Shri Salil Das, PSI, Dehradun visited Kalahandi, Bolangir and Nuapada district to see various activities of SVA and learn about management of different programme. 

Bhawani Patna: For assessing the marketing system of Onion and open up sales counter by POKS in important places a couple of team visited some strategic places of the state including Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Sambalpur, Puri and Sonepur. One team comprising of 9 investigators started from Bhawanipatna and another comprising of 10 investigators started from Bangomunda-Muribahal blocks. Both the teams were guided by Shri Dilip Ku. Pradhan and Shri Thakurdas Mahanand.

Bhubaneswar: On 22.04.2006 an One day Workshop on Issues relating to Fluorosis in Nuapada organized by Orissa Watershed Development Mission (OWDM) in collaboration with Water Aid (U.K). The workshop was participated by representatives of different leading voluntary organizations of the state. On behalf of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan  Shri Khuturam Sunani and Shri Bijay Ku. Sahoo participated in the workshop and presented important findings of the survey conducted by SVA and the primary report on Fluorosis in Nuapada.

Bargarh: Keeping in view the interest of the farmers towards organic farming, Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan in association with Navdanya Foods, Bargarh organized a workshop for farmers of Bargarh, Ambabhona, Bhatli and Sohela blocks in the premises of Navdanya Foods at Govindpur from 26.04.2006 to 28.04.2006. A total of 40 farmers from these blocks participated in the workshop. Shri Sisir Ku. Parija and Shri Sabhapati Khadenga, consultants of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan for Sustainable Agriculture provided technical inputs to the workshop and Shri Bijay Ku. Sahoo and Shri Sachidanand Pradhan were the rapporteurs on behalf of SVA. Some local varieties of rice have been identified and planned to grow those organically at least in 50 hectares of land this year.

Bhubaneswar: A 3-days visioning workshop of WORLP organized at Bhubaneswar from 24.05.2006 to 26.05.2

006. Apart from representatives of PIAs, Director and joint Director of OWDM, Senior staffs of NR International, Project Directors of different districts and Commissioners of PR department and Agriculture department were the eminent participants of the workshop. Some important decisions on management of watershed programme in the state proposed in the workshop.

Bhubaneswar: State Department of Pisciculture in collaboration with UNDP organized a two-days workshop on The Fishery Policy of Orissa
 on 25th and 26th May 2006 at Bhubaneswar. Leading voluntary organizations of the state, department officials, media persons and individuals with expertise participated in the workshop. The draft fishery policy of the state shared with all and asked for suggestions from participants. Shri Bijay Ku. Sahoo of SVA participated in the state level workshop.
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A woman of Karandaba village in Nuapada district explaining in diagram about the village Development Plan during the visit of Sri Ashish Karmchandani of Monitor`, an International Consultancy Organisation, Sri Ravi Chopra,PSI-Dehradoon and Sri Jagadish Pradhan, President-SVA
FROM  THE NEWS PAPERS……… 

Next Pannchayat election likely to take place in Dec-2006 or Jan-2007 :

The last Panchayat election took place in February 2002 and elected representatives’ hold their offices from March 2002. Constitutionally their terms suppose to complete on 9th March 2007. Hence election commission is planning to complete the next Gram Panchayat election by the end of January 2007. Protests of villagers to the contestants using money and muscle power in the last election envisage that better candidates will contest in the next election. 

NREGS- Labour show disinterest to work :

Implementation of National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS) in the state has been a great failure. CPM, one of the leading political parties of the state alleges that contractors in association with the bureaucrats have been successful to make the scheme futile. Under NREG works in many places labourers are being employed on contract basis rather than daily wage.  Labourers are getting as low as Rs 20-25 for a day’s work and contractors are benefiting. The situation is very acute in Mayurbhanj. Mr Pati of CPM threatens the state government to call for a demonstration in all 15 districts where NREGS is operational if it fails to bring improvement in the situation.

Labourers- deprive to get Minimum Wage Rate in NREG works :

Wage Rate is same for digging soil as well as stone.

Due to faulty system of measurement in NREG works, In spite of hard labour, labourers are paid very little, even minimum wage rate not maintained. Average wage received by labourers per day found to be as low as Rs 25 in some places.                                          

       The SAMAJ, 06.05.2006

NAFED to procure groundnut in Orissa :

Recently NAFED has come with an agreement with MARKFED to procure groundnut in Orissa. In association with MARKFED and ORIFED, NAFED has decided to procure groundnut in 15 districts of the state.  

                                                                               The SAMAJ, 05.05.2006

 Government takes step to produce aromatic rice in the State:

State government of Orissa has signed an MOU with M.S.Swaminathan foundation to promote production and marketing of Kalajira- scented rice produced in Koraput, reports Shri Surendranath Nayak, Agriculture Minister of the state. With the initiative of OUAT, a total of 82 varieties of scented rice have been collected from different parts of the state. Out of those Kalajira, Badsahbhog, Kamalabati, Ganjeikali, Gangabali, Acharmati, Parijat and Jubaraj are some of the potential varieties identified.

Governmental support for application of Organic manure:

Shri Surendranath Nayak, State minister of Agriculture reports that government is taking steps to aware farmers for using organic and greem manure. Government is advocating growing Dhanicha and Chunni to farmers. They are also providing the seeds to farmers at a subsidized rate.

Cow feed sold in the capital are adulterated:

It has been reported that cow feed sold in the Capital and nearby are heavily adulterated. Adulterants like husk, wood and powder of grass have been added in bags of green gram, black gram, Chunney etc coming out of the state. The SAMAJ, 08.04.2006

Formulation of a Policy for farmers- suggest Commission of Farmers:

National Commission of Farmers (NCF), formed in November, 2004 have submitted its 4th report to Government of India on 13th April 2006. Prof. M.S.Swaminathan, Chairman of the commission presented the report to Shri Sarad Power, Union Minister, Agriculture, Consumer affairs, Food and Public distribution. The commission in its report has suggested formulation of a policy for Farmers.

Deficiency of Cold storage- demotivates Potato growers :

To meet the requirement of Potato Orissa is presently dependent on West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh. In Spite of the immense potentialities in the state for growing potato, not having enough cold storage compels farmers to grow the crop traditionally. For this average production is also reducing.

