Gram Swarajya Abhiyan (March-2006)



Editorial

Right to Know versus Right to Information Act


In order to weed out corruption stretching out its tentacles throughout the country, the UPA government at the Center, as an important step implemented the Right to Information (RTI) Act. 

There has been a massive propaganda in favour of this Act while describing it as ‘revolutionary’. Critically speaking, several such ‘revolutionary’ laws have already been enacted in the past with least effect. For instances, since 50 years after the implementation of the zamindari abolition Act, the Act has remained in paper as the zamindari system is still in force in our country.

Similarly, the Minimum Wage Act has become irrelevant as the government, on the pretest of implementation of this Act, has gone on recruitment of several employees including the anganwadi workers and the Siksha Sayayaks with invidious and inhuman wage structure.

Hence considering these implications, a common apprehension on whether the RTI Act is one of those aforesaid Acts, has gained ground.

Right to Know: 

What is the use even though the people are justified to get information through the RTI Act?  Before seeking or looking for information, one has to know the specific information and its proper use. Some Friends (also Mrs Aruna Ray), of late, have resorted to a hectic propaganda that ‘information is strength’. This is nothing but a misleading propaganda. In reality, knowledge, and not information, is strength. Information never makes anyone wise. True, that for knowledge, information is necessary. But it is wrong to assume that one would become wise by just getting informed.

Now-a-days, hoardings are displayed near the ongoing sites of construction of new roads and also several other works showing detailed estimate relating to the materials being used and the wage rate for the workers employed in the work. 
But there are several instances where these hoardings are being displayed only after completion of the works.

In which way these hoardings prove beneficial? Be it the village or the city, for those the works are meant for, are they being able to properly utilize these information mentioned therein?
Knowledge is acquired only after proper analysis of several information and facts. Therefore, for every individual, the Right to Know is more important than the Right to Information.
For this, each citizen has to be provided with a minimum education about his day-to-day life and profession as well as enrich his general knowledge on the news and incidents that take place around his periphery. All these would enable him to have his own well thought-out decisions after being thoroughly aware of the string of incidents, around him. Hence acquiring required knowledge has to be the constitutional right for each citizen. It is the first and foremost duty for any responsible nation to build up each citizen as ‘knowledgeable’ citizen. Failure in this regard would result in a weak society and the nation that cannot grow with a majority of people living in the darkness of ignorance. The political activists and the voluntary organizations can shoulder a major role by enabling the citizens to inculcate knowledge on various aspects and raise a massive socio-political awareness among them.

Moreover, some of the benefits of the RTI Act could be reached out to the people if our colleagues working in the rural areas would strive in this regard. We would be able to build up a corruption-free nation or society only after the enactment of the RTI Act that is the foremost necessity for every citizen.

Jai Hind, Jai Jagat.

(Jagadish Pradhan)
International Women’s Day celebrated


The International Women’s Day was celebrated at the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA)’s Borda branch at Padmalochan Vihar premises on 8th March, 2006. About 800 women and 200 men from six gram panchayats including Borda, Grujanga, Borabhata, Dumuria, Palana and Artala participated at the function.

Local Sarpanch Mrs Sangita Nayk was the chief guest while Tankadhar Pradhan, secretary of Kalahandi Zilla Sikshak Sangh was the chief speaker at the function.
Several distinguished guests of Borda were also present.

Besides, SVA convener of Kalahandi district Mahendra Kumar Joshi, and his other SVA colleagues including Dilip Pradhan, Soudamini Sahu, Karunakar Sahu, Prashant Bhoi, Nirakar Chhatar, Bholeswar Jala and Shatrughna Kumbhara had also participated.
The function began with a devotional chorus by the students of Saraswati Sishu Mandir, Borda.


In his speech, Joshi apprised the gathering of the aims and objective of the International Women’s Day, women’s empowerment and role of women in the society.
Similarly, chief speaker Tankadhara Pradhan while citing eminent women personalities including Sarojini Naidu and Kalpana Chawla, had a brief account on the advancement of women in today’s society and the status of rural women in this context.
Expressing satisfaction on the number of women present on the occasion, he described it as an auspicious move towards the development of the area.
Maintaining that women have a major contribution in the field of education, health, protection of environment as well as socio-economic development of the village, Pradhan said that the concealed knowledge within us can be developed only through united efforts.
Speaking on the occasion, chief guest Mrs Nayak expressed optimism that all social evils including atrocities on women, prohibition of liquor and dowry system can be curbed through women’s empowerment and women’s organizations.

On the occasion, Mrs Nayak felicitated two enterprising women-Mrs Kanti Majhi of Balipai village and Mrs Sebati Bemal of Balipadar village for their relentless efforts towards the socio-economic development of the village through the savings team. 
Both of them presented with a citation and a certificate on behalf of SVA.
Later, the women took out a rally from a SVA’s Padmalochan Vihar office and moved around the Borda village while shouting slogans on women’s empowerment. 
Present on the occasion, Binapani Majhi on behalf of SVA’s Borda branch welcomed the gathering.
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Thousands of women as well as men participated in the International Women’s Day held at Borda, Bhawani Patna on behalf of SVA.


Seminar on prospects and possibility of oilseeds cultivation


A workshop on ‘Prospect and possibility of oilseeds cultivation in Balangir district was held at the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA)’s Saintala office premises.
The seminar was organized by the Paschima Odisha Krusijivi Sangh (POKS).

Participating at the seminar as a resource person, , senior agro scientist of RRTTS and pioneer of breeding of sunflower seeds, Dr T M Singh furnished vital information on the prospect and possibility of oilseeds cultivation and had detailed discussions on integrated disease and pest management of some of the oilseeds including sunflower, mustard and groundnut.


Stating that the soil and climate of Balangir district is ideal for sunflower cultivation, he said hat the district would take a pivotal role in the ‘yellow (oil) revolution’ that is going to take place in the coming days.

Also present on the occasion as a resource person, Karunakar Budek, junior agriculture officer of Saintala block advised the farmers for proper use of the climactic condition of Saintala area that is best suited for oilseeds cultivation. Among others, convener of POKS’s Balangir branch Gautam Kheti spoke about the aims and objective of the seminar.


In his speech, local journalist Dayanidhi Sahu advised the farmers to be more profit-oriented by increasing the output by resorting to scientific methods in a professional manner. Besides, SVA volunteer Ambarish Mishra informed about the plans of the SVA to set up oil mills and arrangement of a viable market system to encourage the farmers to take up oilseeds cultivation in Balangir district. The seminar was presided over by Thakur Sahu, a retired headmaster and a renowned farmer. 

One day long Seminar on “the Prospects of the cultivation of oil seeds in Bolangir district” has been organized with the collaborative effort of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan and the Paschim Orissa Krushijibi Sangha.


Fluorosis- some facts


As per the estimation made by the Planning Commission in 2002, the fluoride content in every one litre of water was found to be more than the prescribed limit of 1.5 kg in the water sources in 200 districts of the 17 states in our country.While at least 2.50 crore people in rural areas are affected by fluorosis, another 6.60 crore people are likely to be affected by the deadly disease.

The survey report of the Commission has mentioned that about high concentration of fluoride has been found in about 190 villages along the Pencha river delta area of Chhindwara district and 54 villages of Jaisinagar, Rahatgarh, Kaisli and Deori blocks in Sagar district. 

The report said that as against the prescribed limit of 1.5 kg of fluoride per one liter of water, the water sources in the rural areas of Chhindwara district has 14-21 mg of fluoride.


In Orissa, some villages in Khurda district and several villages in Nuapada and Kalahandi districts, fluororis has posed a major problem. However, improper survey done by the Orissa government has failed to provide a clear picture on the exact place of occurrence of fluorosis.

The effect of fluorosis is in fact frightening. Under the influence of the disease, the bones of the affected person become weak and also the brain.

The patient in due course becomes physically handicapped. Besides, the disease makes a person prematurely old at an early age and dies of several ailments arising out of it. There is no cure for the fluorosis patient to get back to his normal health. However, the disease can be controlled only by using non-fluoride water or water having a prescribed limit of fluoride content.

The water quality report has stated that in 216968 slums in our country (about 15.25 percent), the quality of water has been polluted due to various reasons.
Out of these slums, water quality of 31,306 slums has been polluted by fluoride, the report added.

(Gram Swaraj Abhiyan-March, 2006)
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Preparation of Brooms by the members of Bana O Banagrama Bikash Samiti

Savings  Group’s success stories-I


There are eight self-help groups (SHGs) at Damapala village in Chindaguda gram panchayat of Khadial block in Nuapada district of which five SHGs have members of the potter community.

Besides, a number of people of Rana community having pottery as their traditional profession used to go to Mumbai every year in search of wage. Despite this, some members of this community have managed to earn their livelihood for their family by thriving on their traditional profession. The total number of members of the Upara Bahalen Savings Team is 10. Each of the members of the team has deposited Rs 20 in every month. Till date, the total deposit of the team members is Rs 10,200 of which each one having the share of Rs 1020.

The team members, in an effort to strengthen their financial position, have, in the meanwhile repaid their loan after incurring Rs 10,000 and Rs 20,000 in two phases from the bank. All the members of this team are earning their livelihood by saving their money as the members of the Nari Shakti Self-Help Savings Cooperative Ltd and taking loans at the same time. According to some elderly people of the potter community, they were provided training on terracotta. This has helped them to build some interior decorating items other than bricks, cooking pots, pitchers, stoves and toys that they sell out in the nearby villages and Khadial haat. 

The women help their male counterparts in other allied works kneading the clay soil, applying colours and moving the wheel etc. In order to test the quality of the clay product, they put the leaves of a specific plant below the product and move on the wheel.
The weekly sale of these clay products fetches Rs 100-Rs 400. Barring three months during rainy season, as they earn their livelihood through wage related works, they engage themselves in their parent profession in the remaining months.
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The participants of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan and WORLP attended in the exhibition of Bolangir.

Savings Group’s success stories-II


A 20-member women’s savings team, namely Jaya Maa Laxmi Mahila Sanchaya Dal, has started its work at Kotana village under Jharabandha block in Bargarh district since February 2005. The team, at its monthly meeting discusses the monthly deposited amount of each member in proportion to her income and decides to increase the amount for deposit if necessary. 

Regular meeting of the team has resulted in a sense of well-being among the members.
All the members, whose financial conditions have improved, are included in several income-generating schemes.

Besides, each of the members has been trained twice on food processing and involved in several occupations such as vegetable farming, sheep and cow rearing, minor forest produce and cottage industry. The team has a total deposit of Rs 6329 while 11 members have been provided with bank loans.

The team, during its meeting every month, has a detailed discussion on the Gram Swarajya Abhiyan, monthly tabloid published on behalf of the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA). The tabloid enables the team members of other areas of occupation. Besides, all these members are well aware of fluorisis and its remedial measures and also well-versed in the preparation of organic manure (compost) and organic pesticides through the tabloid.For them, both the GSA tabloid and Abhiyan magazines are the prime sources of encouragement. 

The think-tanks of the village have goodwill on the team. Moreover, the villagers are hopeful of undertaking future programmes including mushroom cultivation and conservation of country seeds in the coming days.
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Pisciculture by Samaleswari SHG of Pandelbahali village.

JBA takes up postcard campaign


The Jangal Bachao Abhiyan (JBA) took out a postcard campaign from different blocks in Kalahandi, Nuapada, Balangir and Bargarh districts during mid-March, 2006 for immediate passing of the Tribals Land Rights Bill-2005 in Lok Sabha. On 13th March, around 2000 postcards were sent from Sunabeda area under Khadial and Komana blocks. Similarly, while 1500 postcards were sent from Sinapali block on 16th March, 700 postcards were sent from Boden block on 17th March. 

Meanwhile, similar preparations were on at Golamunda and Bhawanipatna blocks in Kalahandi district, Padmapur, Jharabandha and Gaisilet blocks in Bargarh district and Muribahal, Titlagarh and Tureikela blocks in Balangir district till the report was filed.
From Khadial block, Mrs Jayanti Sabar, Pingala Majhi, Sadhuram Majhi, Chhataram Majhi and Ganeshram Majhi took charge of the campaign while Mrs Soubhagya Paharia, Damayati Hans, Judhistir Sahu and Parameswar Nayak led the campaign at Boden block.
Similarly, at Sinapali block, the campaign was led by Meghanad Kharsel, Hanuram Majhi and Dina Majhi.

More than 5000 villagers from different villages sent the postcards en masse addressed to the Lok Sabha secretary R K Bajaj.
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Post card campaign by Jangal Bachao Abhiyan, Nuapada in demand of Right to Forest Land Settlement Bill,2005



Seminar on NREG Act


A seminar on National Rural Employment Guarantee (NREG) Act was held at the Community Resource Centre of the District Primary Education Programme (DPEP) at Saintala in Balangir district in March 2006. 

The seminar, organized by the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA)’s Saintala branch, was presided over by the vice-chairman of Saintala block Bajranglal Jain.
While Kirti Chandra Majhi, member of the Balangir Zilla Parishad was one of the guests at the seminar, several panchayat sarpanches, samiti members and yuvak sangh members had also participated.

The seminar had a detailed deliberation on various aspects of NREG Act and its smooth implementation, the role of panchayats and the work pattern and transparency of the administrative officials coming under the purview of the Act. 

Speaking on the occasion, Tikrapada sarpanch Tankadhra Dharua, Jhinkidunguri Sarpanch Santosh Patra and samiti members Rajani Das, Dilip Rajpalia and Lalit Meher while having a detailed analysis on various aspects of the NREG Act, welcomed the efforts of SVA for arranging such a seminar to create and spread awareness among the locals.


Meeting on forest land patta


A one-day meeting on forest land patta was held separately at Gaisilet and Paikamal blocks on January 18 and 19, 2006.

The meeting, jointly organized by the Jangala Banchao Abhiyan (JBA) and Gaisilet block was attended by the members of the Lok Sangathan of Gaisilet, Padmapur, Jharabandha and Paikamal blocks, staffs of JBA and SVA and farmers thriving on forest land cultivation.


Participating at these two separate meetings, Khaturam Sunani spoke in detail about the forest land settlement Act, problems faced by the forest land farmers, restrictions imposed by the forest department officials, concerted effort being made at the national level for implementation of this Act, need for a forest Act, relentless fight by the people for forest land rights and the role of JBA in it, recognition of the forest land farmers at Gram Sabhas and implementation of forest land Act.

In this context, Sunani narrated his experience on different steps taken in this regard while furnishing several facts and figures relating to this Act at the national and state level.


The meeting, after discussing about the provisions relating to patta and taking into account the opinion of the farmers present on the occasion, decided to take the following steps to further strengthen the JBA and for proper implementation of the forest land Act.


1. Identification of villages where the block-level forest land is cultivated;

2. List of farmers who have been cultivating forest land;

3. Assisting the farmers in filling up farms to apply for land patta;

4. Organizing people from village to district level for such activity;

5. Clearing the names of the forest land farmers at Palli Sabhas and get these names approved by the Gram Sabhas;

6. Taking up necessary steps and creating awareness to strengthen JBA;

7. Approval of proposal for converting the non-revenue villages to revenue villages; and

8. Entrusting responsibility for cooperation in this regard from the village to the block level.

In the end, responsibilities were shared among the members of several Lok Sangathans and SVA for preparation of list of the gram panchayats under Gaisilet, Padmapur, Paikamal and Jharabandha blocks where the forest land are cultivate.
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The ideal Mango Cultivator couple shri Iswar Chinagun and Smt Chandrakala Chinagun planted 250 Mango Trees and nurtured those successfully with encouragement of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan during 1998. Now a huge mango harvest is seen in his mango orchard. Previously it was a barren land now where Goddess Laxmi seemed in incarnation. Chinagun family is a source of encouragement for thousands of people in this region.

A Progressive farmers…..(I)


Kapila Majhi, a native of Khairavadi village of Khadial block in Nuapada district, had gone to Raipur in search of work to earn his livelihood for his family.
During his brief stint of stay, he had gathered a fair knowledge of Makhan (Kumuda, Boitalu and Pumpkin).

Back in his village, he took a loan of Rs 3000 from the sivashakti Watershed Committee Fund under the Western Orissa Rural Livelihood Project (WORLP) and started his cultivation in 8 acres lf land that he bought on lese from one of his fellow village farmers.
Today, Majhi has been able to sell his agro produce at Raipur by transporting the vegetables in trucks. Recently he has earned Rs 23,000 by selling seven truck-loads of Makhan of which the net profit is worth Rs 14,000.

Progressive  farmers…..(II)


After being unsuccessful in the High School Certificate (HSC) examinations, Purnananda Kharsel, the 25-year-old son of Bishnu Kharsel of Badibahal village under Sinapali block in Nuapada district has established himself as a self-dependent person by resorting to paddy and other profit-making cultivations in three acres of land. Today, he is able to earn Rs 10,000 per year by cultivating maize in two acres of land and Rs 5000 by cultivating sugarcane in 40 decimal of land.

Besides, he has also grown hybrid tomato and 95 banana saplings in 45 decimals of land, groundnut and wheat in half acre of land each and snake gourd in 20/2 decimals of land.
The young and enterprising farmer takes all care of the crop by applying organic manure, ploughing the field, weeding out grass, irrigating the land etc.

This year, he has spent a total 8000 maize saplings and 95 banana saplings in his land.
His yearly turnover has gone up to Rs 30,000.

The commitment and resolve of Purnananda has served as a pointer to the youths who leave their native place in search of work with a message that the only way to get rid of unemployment lies in hard work and determination.

Bhaskar Mahananda- a model of self-employment


Bhaskar Mahananda, a 23-year-old Matriculate of Boden village under Padmapur block in Bargarh district, is a well-known person in his locality. He has taken up the traditional occupation of buffalo rearing with zest and vigour. Earlier, he was selling buffalo milk at the hotels at Padmapur, about 15 km away from his village.

However, he has now set up a society or cooperative centre at his village in consultation with the Omfed officials at Padmapur. This has enabled him to sell his daily 30-litre milk to the society and at the same time, he has involved 32 farmers of his village in the same occupation. Besides having a yearly turnover of Rs 50,000 from buffalo and goat rearing, Bhaskar is also able to double the paddy output by applying organic manure comprising the waste of buffalo and sheep. Buoyed by the success, he said that it is a pride to remain as your boss while earning your livelihood by working hard instead of working under someone for a paltry wage. The taste of self-employment is indeed sweet, he contends.
In fact, for those who used to go to neighbouring states in search of work, Bhaskar remains a role model for them.

From barren land to dense forest


In spite of the plantation programme taken up by the state government at Dakapahada hill along the Kumakota hill region in Kalahandi district, the area had remained barren due to poor maintenance and supervision. However, with the formulation of micro plans on behalf of the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA), a number of committees including the village committee, education committee, water committee and forest protection committee were formed at Kandakhol, Kharsai and Pendaramal village of Palana gram panchayat. With the concerted effort by the people of these three villages in guarding the forests since 2002, the entire barren patch of Dakapahada has converted into a dense forest cover with thousands of valuable trees including sal, teak, kendu and mahula for which the villagers fully deserve the credit.

Exposure tour on organic farming 


A total of 25 farmers of Bhawanipatna, Narla and Thuamul-Rampur blocks of Kalahandi district had an exposure tour to Rohibanka in Nayagarh district and the Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture (CIFA) in Bhubaneswar to acquire more knowledge on organic farming.

The tour, financed by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (Nabard), Bhubaneswar, and led on behalf of the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVAS) was aimed at educating the farmers with simple scientific farming methods through advanced farming methodologies and application of organic manure.

The team started its journey on 25th December, 2005 and arrived at Nayagarh on the next day. From there, it went to the Sevashram of Sambhav a local NGO at Rohibank that has been working on organic farming.

The team went through the entire stretch of 90 acre land where vegetables and fruit orchards were grown with organic farming methods. Namita Apa, co-worker of Sambhav, apprised the team members of various organic farming methods and preparation and processing of organic manures and pesticides. The team left for the Orissa University of Agriculture and Technology (OUAT) in Bhubaneswar on 28th December.
Later, accompanied by Dr A K Beura, chief scientist of the University, the team members visited several areas of OUAT farm where bee-keeping, earthworm compost, potato, vegetables and oilseeds were grown. Present on the occasion, lecturers of different faculties including Dr H P Patnaik, Dr D K Rout, Kailash Bihari Mohapatra, Dr B Nayak, Dr Alok Nandi and Dr N N Acharya had a detailed briefing on bee-keeping, earthwork compost, mushroom cultivation, potato and vegetable and oilseeds cultivation.
The team later met the deputy general manager, field officers and agriculture scientists of Nabard. 

During interaction, the farmers presented their future plans. They requested the Nabard authorities to provide them with new and innovating farming know-how and facilitate them with such enlightened tour in future. On 29th December, the team went to CIFA and visited several areas. These enthusiastic farmers, after returning to their native place, maintained that the tour was highly educative and productive for them.

District collectors tours drought-hit areas


The Bargarh district collector Harihar Panigrahi had a tour to Bijapali and Pandakipali village in Bijapali gram panchayat and Kelenda and Salepali villages in Salepali gram panchayat to assess the acute drought situations in these areas.
During the tour, he was approached by several people of these villages who alleged that the agricultural activities have been seriously affected as there was no water in the village tanks. This has forced a number of villagers to migrate from their villages to other areas in search of work to earn their livelihood. 

Besides, the district collector also had a first-hand knowledge about the conditions of the tube wells and other developmental works in these villages. He directed the concerned authorities to repair the defunct tube wells on war-footing and install new tube wells if necessary. This apart, he also assured the villagers to provide them work such as digging of ponds under food-for-work (FFW) programme. The district collector was accompanied by the Padmapur sub-collector, tehsildar and BDO of Sohela block, officials of the District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) and revenue inspector of Melchhamunda. The Sarpanch of Bijapali Gram Panchayat Seshadev Mallick had a detailed briefing to these officials on the drought situations in these villages.
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 Untime rain and hailstone storm has affected hundreds of villages in Western Orissa.

Training camp on preparation of organic and earthworm compost


A two-day training camp on preparation of organic and earthworm compost was held at Sukunipadar under Muribahal block in Balangir district on 20th January and 17th February, 2006. The camp, jointly organized by the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA)’s Saintala branch and the Bana O’ Banagram Vikash Committee at Sukunipadar, was attended by the farmers of nine non-revenue villages under Muribahal block.
The objective of the training camp was to create awareness among the farmers to take up massive campaign on organic farming.

Gracing the two camps as a resource person, Gautam Kheti, while highlighting on the condition and fertility of soil and its effect on natural environment and changing pattern in agriculture, had an elaborate discussion on the need of organic and earthworm compost.
Later, he gave demonstrations on the preparation of tanks and shades meant for organic and earthworm compost.
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Training on Vermi Compost Preparation organized by Bana O Banagrama Bikash Samiti  -Sukuni padar supported by Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan

