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EDITORIAL

Change in climate
There have been a series of occurrences of natural calamities recently in several countries including India.
The unprecedented rains in the city of Mumbai and Maharashtra, the destructive Katrina super cyclone in America, the raging cyclones across China and Japan coasts and last but not the least, the devastating earthquake in Pakistan and the state of Kashmir in India that had accounted for the loss of over thousands of lives and huge loss of property the world had witnessed in the last five or seven centuries.
However, there has been yet another grave concern expressed by the scientists that the change in climate has led to the melting of ice in the North and South Poles due to rise in temperature
They have also warned that if there are no serious efforts made to regulate and contain the gradual rise in temperature, then a sizeable portion of the earth including big cities would be completely inundated by the seawater.
It is a matter of great regret that the poor and the have-nots are the first and foremost affected community in any calamitous situation. 
Worse still, the evil impact of globalization has also its reverberations felt even in the remote and inaccessible areas in the tribal-infested district of Kalahandi when America is struck by a natural calamity.
And it has become a routine practice by the so-called able-bodied leaders who are quite smart in shifting their blames on the poor.
Though it seems to be increasingly difficult to find appropriate solutions to these problems, the most viable and accepted remedies lie with the concept of the Gram Swaraj.
The more we make our economy self-reliant by abiding with the karmic philosophy of the Gram Swaraj, we can effectively deal with globalization and also be able to overcome the fickle weather by resorting to some of the lasting remedial measures.
The recent flood in Maharashtra that had resulted in the escalation of onion prices in Orissa should provide a food-for-thought for those powers-that-be with a note of conviction that the situation would not have taken place had Orissa been self-reliant on onion.
Considering the above, a massive awareness on Gram Swaraj should start from the grass-roots across the state and the country as a whole to enable the people for a better living.
Keeping this in view, we have brought out this quarterly edition of the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (GSA) highlighting some of the concrete and sincere efforts taken up by a group of sincere people to translate the vision of the Gram Swaraj into reality.
We also extend our heartfelt thanks and best wishes to our esteemed readers and those who have provided the facts and figures, on the occasion of Dussehra, Deepavali and Laxmi Puja.

Jai Hind, Jai Jagat.

(Jagadish Pradhan)
---------------------------------------------------- 
POKS stages massive rally
The Jharabandha unit of Paschima Odisha Krusijibi Sangh (POKS), a farmers’ association of Western Orissa had staged a massive rally and demonstration on November 27, 2005 at Jharabandha block in Bargarh district in protest against the gross political and administrative apathy towards the development of remote areas of Jharabandha block.
Led by Sadhuram Rout, the rally, comprising of about 2000 men and women, started from the Jharabandha market place and converged at the block office where the agitators staged demonstrations for nearly four hours.
Expressing solidarity to the demonstrators, several other organizations came down heavily on the district administration for turning a blind eye to the development of remote villages of the block.
Later, a delegation of the Sangh submitted a memorandum listing out 11-point charter of demands to chief minister Navin Patnaik through Paikamal tehsildar.
Some of these demands include, inclusion of Bargarh district in the KBK scheme, distribution of land and pattas to forest dwellers and landless, regular conduct of Palli Sabha and Gram Sabha meetings and implementation of the decision taken at these meetings, compensation to the flood-hit farmers of the block in 2003, amendment and identification of BPL and Antodaya Yojana and immediate repair of roads connected to Jharabandha.
-----------------------------------------------------------
Bee-keeping a viable business
In terms of financial benefits, bee-keeping serves as an ideal means of business. Modern bee-keeping is very easy and highly profitable. Compared to other livelihood means, Apiculture can be taken up by anybody irrespective of age, sex, education and status. It requires small investment and little space.
One need not have to wait for selling honey at its true cost.
While discussing on the financial aspects of bee-keeping, one has to focus on the advantages that it gets from a honey bee.
Generally, we get three main advantages from honey bee.
Firstly, we get honey and the wax; secondly, bee-keeping is considered as an entertaining business. One gets immense satisfaction from Apiculture. 
And thirdly, honey bees are responsible for higher crop productivity through pollination.
According to a rough estimate, while 20 percent pollination is caused by wind, black bees and butterflies, the rest 80 percent is caused by honey bees alone.
Significantly, another startling statistics has revealed that about 50 percent of agro plants solely depend on honey bees for pollination.
In foreign countries, fruit farmers are used to hire honey bees and honey bee boxes and the same practice has come into force in South India.
For better and quality pollination, three to four swarms of bees are required for one hectare of land.
About 10 to 15 times crop productivity is done through pollination compared to the amount of honey and wax produced from each honey box in a year.
Considering the above, bee-keeping is necessary to ensure better fruit and crop productivity.
It is said that both the plants and bees help each other for their growth while man reaps the benefit from both of them.
Profit and loss in bee-keeping
By adopting modern methods, the number of honey bees can be increased easily.
As a result, the bees are able to collect more honey while maintenance of these bees becomes easier.
By adopting this method, there is least chance of damage of wax and the bee off-springs.
Rather, the farmers get fresh and more honey out of it.
In natural circumstances ¾ kg of honey is produced from each swarm of bees while the productivity of honey goes up by three to four times (10/12kg) by adopting modern methods.
A farmer along with the farming can easily keep 10 bee boxes under his direct supervision.
However, if he wants to continue with bee-keeping on a large scale, he has to keep about 15 to 25 boxes at 50 to 100 different places to ensure round-the-clock production.
A farmer can earn approximately Rs 2850 per month through Italian bees by putting up 10 to 15 boxes.
Selling of honey
The success of honey business depends on its quality, selling facilities, proper determination of its price given to the farmers.
In our country, organizations associated with honey business are, non-government organizations (NGOs), Khadi and Gramodyog Commission and some cooperative organizations.
These organizations, after directly purchasing crude honey from the farmers, later sell them in the market after purifying it.
However, in some cases, some private traders procure honey from these farmers and sell them in markets.
Though the quality of the honey sold by them is inferior, they are widely sold by the retailers who earn a sizeable profit.
To ensure purity, consumers should look out for AG Mark brand honey.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

POKS reiterates fulfillment of demands
The ever-neglected Bargarh district is one of the most backward districts in Orissa.
While over 60 percent families of the district live under the below poverty line (BPL), eight out of a total 12 blocks of this district are drought-prone of which Jharabandha is one of them.
While the means of livelihood of Bargarh district is much less compared to other backward districts of the state, non-inclusion of the district in the list of 150 most backwards districts in the country by the Planning Commission is indeed, unfortunate.
Worse still, the district has also been excluded from the purview of the Centrally-sponsored National Food-For-Work (NFFW) Programme.
Though we have drawn the attention of the state as well as the Central government in this regard several times in the past, we, on behalf of the Paschima Odisha Krusijivi Sangh (POKS)’ Jharabandha branch, hereby submit you a copy of the 11-point charter of demands for publication in your esteemed quarterly that are mentioned hereunder.
1. Inclusion of Bargarh district under KBK (Kalahandi, Balangir and Koraput) jurisdiction and formulation and implementation of special programmes for the socio-economic development of the people of the district.
2. Immediate inclusion of Bargarh district under the Centrally-sponsored Employment Guarantee Scheme (EGS) and NFFW.
3. Inclusion of Bargarh district under the National Horticulture Mission (NHM) Programme.
4. Distribution of land and land pattas to the landless and forestland dwellers under Jharabandha block.
5. Amendment in the identification of beneficiaries under the BPL and Antyodaya Schemes and review the implementation of all the ongoing welfare programmes in Jharabandha block that have been made without prior consultation with the Palli Sabhas and Gram Sabhas.
6. Compensation to the farmers of Jharabandha block against their sand-ridden lands caused by the 2003 flood.
7. All the existing ponds, tanks should be extensively dug out for both irrigation and fishery purposes.
8. Formulation of special programmes for socio-economic upliftment of kendu leaf workers and pluckers.
9. Immediate repair of all roads connecting to Jharabandha block.
10. Facilitating irrigation network in Padmapur sub-division for extensive kharif cultivation and immediate repair of defunct tube wells.
11. Arrangement for adequate compensation to farmers in terms of crop insurance on the basis of assessment of the drought in view of the extensive damage of kharif crop in the first phase due to scanty rainfall.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Health services grim in Kerpai panchayat
Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA) has been organizing several health related programmes in Kerpai gram panchayat under Thuamul-Rampur block in Kalahandi district since three years.
This year, SVA volunteers have distributed medicines in several villages under Kerpai panchayat.
However, a majority of people of this panchayat have been affected with malaria and diarrhoea during the last three months.
Poor communication network has deprived the people of this panchayat of availing regular medical facilities available at the primary health centre (PHC) at Thuamul-Rampur which is 70 km away from the panchayat.
Besides, people are also deprived to receive medical facilities at PHC at Sunger is also 10 km away from the panchayat.
Keeping this in view, SVA had written a letter of request to the chief district medical officer (CDMO) of Kalahandi at Bhawanipatna to solve the pressing health problems of Kerpai panchayat.
But, there has been no response from the latter in this regard since almost three months have already elapsed in the meantime.
SVA volunteers, as an alternative measure, had distributed medicines among the patients in the villages during the period.
However, as the requirement of medicines has gone up, the village health workers have time and again brought to the notice of the concerned authorities through the panchayat office.
The SVA had organized a one-day health camp and a one-day community training camp at its Kerpai panchayat office on October 15 and 16 where doctors of all the PHCs, who had assured to attend the two-day camp, did not turn up much to the resentment of 257 patients who were present on the occasion.
Realising the gravity of the situation, the SVA volunteers had distributed medicines among the patients by purchasing them from the local market.
Most of the patients were suffering from malaria and diarrhoea
Medicines were also distributed among other patients suffering from ailments including scabies, cough and cold, anemia and worm infestations. 
This apart, IFA tablets were distributed among pre-natal mothers while children were administered with Vitamin-A tonic.
---------------------------------------------------------------------
Success stories (I)
An ordinary farmer of Mahajai village of Kerpai panchayat under Thuamul-Rampur block in Kalahandi district, Pujari Majhi was having a torrid time in managing the sustenance of his family members by resorting to forestland cultivation by cutting woods from the forest.
Though the village has irrigation facilities, nobody in the village was interested in vegetable farming since they had least idea about its methodology.
The incident came to fore during an informal visit to the village by SVA volunteers.
Watching the agriculture land in the village, they urged the villagers to go for vegetable cultivation by giving them a fair idea on its methodology for the vegetable cultivation.
Initially six to seven villagers among Majhi evinced keenness to their suggestions.
Later, SVA volunteers provided him with several vegetable seeds free of cost and at the same time gave him the practical knowledge and information on vegetable. 

After a few months, Majhi, who had initially invested only Rs 200 towards purchasing and planting vegetable seeds, incurred a net profit of Rs 2500 towards selling a variety of vegetables cultivated in total 25 decimals of land.
Since then, Majhi has been earning his livelihood much better by selling the vegetable at his village or selling them to the nearby villagers.
There is no doubt that the grand success of Majhi has not only given a tremendous moral boost to him but also has made him self-sufficient.
Besides, his enthusiasm and sincerity would give fillip to other farmers of his village to take up vegetable cultivation.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Success stories (II)

Women SHGs forge ahead
A total of 34 women self-help groups (SHGs) of Kerpai Panchayat formed by SVA, have now resorted to several income including trading of Mahula, broom hill generating activities processing, Kandula dal processing along with other works.
Construction of concrete roads
Earlier, any contract works in Kerpai panchayat were done by 2/3 professional village contractors. However, two women SHGs of Kachalekha village-Maa Bhagawati and Nilamadhav-had protested against it.
Later, these two SHGs had convened Palli Sabha meetings at their respective villages after coming to know that the said contractors trying to woo the concerned authorities are to award the contracts in their favour.
However, pouring cold water on their plans, all the villagers and SHG members present at the meeting unanimously decided in favour of the SHGs to take charge of construction of concrete roads in the village. Later the road was constructed by the two SHGs.
SHG’s magnanimity in health services
The money-lenders have taken full advantage of the deteriorating health services in Kerpai panchayat.
Instances are galore on the bankruptcy of several poor tribals and non-tribals who have failed to retrieve their mortgaged land after being unable to pay the money that they had taken on loans.
Keeping this in view, the women SHGs of Kerpai panchayat have taken up special measures to put an end to these disquieting trends.
Some of the following instances would be enough to have affair idea about the seriousness and endeavour of these SHGs in this regard.
One of the members of Maa Bhagabati SHG, Mrs Sharada Nayak had been suffered from an unknown disease since last four years. 
Though she had spent Rs 15,000 towards her treatment at hospitals at Kashipur and Rayagada, there was no sign of her recovery.
As her condition began to deteriorate further, the doctors had advised her to get herself admitted to the MKCG Medical College and Hospital in Berhampur.
Since Sharada had not enough money to meet the treatment costs, she had decided to arrange the money by selling off her only pair of oxen and the remaining gold ornaments and get the rest by incurring loan from the money-lender.
But at the nick of the time, she was advised by all her colleagues to take Rs 6000 a loan from the SHG fund to which she obliged.
And it paid off in her favour in the sense that while she had to cough up Rs 9000 to the money-lender including the principal and the interest, she will have to pay only Rs 7440.
This novel initiative of the SHG has become a talk of the entire panchayat.
Mortgaged land Redeemed: 
The father-in-law of Mrs Dibai Dei, president of Maa Saraswati SHG, who had mortgaged his three-acres of fertile land against Rs 800 he had taken as loan from a non-tribal about 15 years ago.
However, Dibai has been able to free the land by depositing Rs 1800 towards the principal and the interest from the SHG fund.
Similarly, Mrs Mukti Dei of Maa Parvati SHG has taken similar steps by paying Rs 1000 from her SHG fund to free her 2-acre land that had been mortgaged for 10 years.
Besides, most of the women of the panchayat have been able to purchase farm equipments by obtaining loan from their respective SHG units.
While one of the women, Buji Dei has resorted to farming with the help of a pair of oxen by taking a loan of Rs 2000 from the SHG, another woman Sapur Dei has bought two pair of oxen at Rs 6000 with the SHG loan from the SHG for the same.
Taking the above cases into consideration, there is no doubt that the steps taken by these women SHGs would inspire the women folks in future.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Workshop on horticulture
A workshop on horticulture was held at SVA’s Borda unit office at Padmalochan Vihar in Borda on September 26, 2005 in which a total of 60 farmers had participated.
Among others, officials of Kalahandi district horticulture department, Jagabandhu Rout, Kulamani Maharana, convener of SVA’s Kalahandi district unit Mahendra Kumar Joshi, Gouri Shankar Raj from Gram Vikash, convener of Paschima Odisha Krusijivi Sangh Trilochan Puji, SVA’s horticulture volunteer Khiradhar Bhoi, SVA’s Gram Swarajya assistants Binapani Majhi and Subhra Das also participated in the workshop.
Addressing the workshop, Jagabandhu Rout, while highlighting on National Horticulture Mission (NHM) said that the Centrally-sponsored programme aims at the economic development of the farmers.
Stating that the Mission has come into effect from August 12, 2005, he said that the farmers to be included in the Mission would get 75 percent of Central subsidy towards the cost of their expenditure on horticulture farming while the rest 25 percent would be borne by them.
Rout said that under the scheme of the Mission, arrangements have also been made to provide the farmers with saplings for mango, banana and cashew plantation as well as fertilizers.
He, however, said that farmers, who would take up the scheme in one or more than one acres of land, are only eligible to avail these benefits.
Besides, Rout, while briefing the farmers on vegetable cultivation, urged them to take up cultivation after ensuring pests control, marketing and storage systems and a specific time table for crop output.
In the end, Gram Swarajya assistant Binapani Majhi, while thanking all the participants on behalf of SVA, called on the farmers to boost their economy by taking up multiple cultivation of profit-making crops.
----------------------------------------------------------------
DFID officials visit Bilenjore
A team of the UK-based Department for International Development (DFID) officials, led by its Chief Scientific Advisor Sir Gordon Conway had a two-day visit to Orissa on September 25, 2005.
The team, after arriving at Kolkata, reached Raipur in a domestic flight and then straightaway proceeded to Bilenjore via road in the evening.
Later, the team had an interactive session with the Director of the Orissa Watershed Mission, Project Director, District Rural Development Agency (DRDA), Nuapada, several state government officials, Project Directors DFID’s India branch Ms Ibeka Flankust and Ms Hatun Silem and another senior DFID official Virendra Sharma, Dr Martin Stuart of N R International, Subodh Mohapatra of the Project Support Unit of N R International and the PIC representatives of Nuapada district at a seminar held at the conference hall of the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA).
While SVA President Mr Jagdish Pradhan delivered welcome address, Mission Director, Western Orissa Rural Livelihood Project (WORLP) Mr G Bhaskar Reddy and Subodh Kumar spoke about the WORLP programme and implementation of scientific research under this programme.
Besides Biranchi Kumar of CPSW spoke on behalf of the PIAs and the regional chief of LWS had a briefing on the Watershed Mission projects in their respective areas.
On 26th September, 2005, the DFID team after visiting the watershed projects at Larki and Kendubhata, visited the fish farmers’ service Center, hatcheries and hatchery units at Bilenjore.
During the lunch session, there was discussion on the mode of implementation of various scientific research works in the ongoing WORLP project in Nuapada district.
The team, before leaving for Raipur, had visited Palasipani village and reviewed the welfare programmes being funded by the UNDP.
From there, the team went to Chahakapada village.
After completing the tour schedule, the DFID team left for England on 27th September, 2005.
-------------------------------------------------
Women SHGs on the road to progress
In the two gram panchayats of Muribahal block in Balangir district, i.e. Tupaudara and Bankel, there are five villages namely, Jamkani, Limapada, Sukunabhatta, Tupaudara and Dejari.
In a bold move, the five women self-help groups (SHGs) of these five villages-Maa Kalika, Maa Malalaxmi, Maa Thakurani, Kalpana and Jaya Maa Banadurga-have taken up need seeds business from this year.
In the beginning, these SHGs had little hope on the success of their business.
But thanks to the efforts of the Gram Swaraj volunteers, whose persistent follow-up drove them to embark on their effort by investing money from their savings passbooks.
These five SHGs, who had initially invested a total of Rs 13,700 in the business, made a net profit of Rs 10,472 by selling neem seeds worth Rs 24,822 excluding Rs 650 towards transport and other ancillary costs approximately in three weeks’ time.
Encouraged by the success in their business, these SHGs have decided to take up developmental work and other business in future.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Oxfam official visits Kalahandi, Nuapada
Ms Sophie Perdaen, project officer of Oxfam Solidarity had a five-day tour to Orissa in September 2005.

After reaching Bhubaneswar on September 12, she had an inspection tour to the working zones of SVA at Bilenjore and Bhawanipatna..
After having discussion about the rice mill and spice-manufacturing unit at Bilenjore on September 13 and 14, Ms Perdaen had an interactive session with some farmers’ organizations.
On September 16, during an informal meeting with the SVA workers and volunteers at Borda, she had discussed about several SVA-sponsored programmes and reviewed some of them at Balipada and Lamasingha.
On the next day, she left for Chennai via Bhubaneswar to visit the Tsunami-affected areas.
--------------------------------------------
SVA welcomes new SIC
The entire SVA family welcomes Prof Radhamohan as the new State Information (SIC) of Orissa.
SVA prays to the Almighty to give enough strength to Prof Radhamohan to enable him to diligently discharge his duties and facilitate people from all walks of life by providing them with vital information on every sector according to their requirement as part of the proper implementation of the Right to Information (RTI) Act that aims at providing transparent administration by weeding out corruption from bureaucracy.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Countering drought: Some remedies

Dear friends, 

I extend my heartfelt best wishes to you on the occasion of Nuakhai, the biggest festival of the Central and Western Orissa as well as the neighbouring Chhattisgarh state. I pray to Maa Samaleswari to seek her divine blessings for our all-round prosperity.
However, we all are unanimous to the harsh reality that the volume of celebration of the festival has drastically plummeted this year due to acute drought situation.
The trend of monsoon is really peculiar. The amount of rainfall, Orissa normally receives in four months during monsoon, was witnessed in a single day in Mumbai and wreaked havoc in August this year.
On the contrary, other states including Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand witnessed acute drought situation during the period.
Not only in India, are the vagaries of the weather also witnessed in other countries. 
The recent devastating Katrina cyclone had accounted for more than 10,000 lives and loss of properties over thousands of crore in USA.
Even for a rich and developed country like America, it has become extremely difficult for the government to tackle the situation.
This was followed by yet another devastating cyclone sweeping across the China and Japan coasts killing over thousands of people and huge loss of properties.
And it would be needless to mention the magnitude of destruction that the deadly Tsunami had rendered the countries surrounded by the Indian Ocean in December last year.
While the delayed onset of monsoon in our country this year has severely affected the kharif crop, scant rainfall in August and September has resulted in drought-like situation.
Though nothing can be predicted at present about the future course of the monsoon, however, it can be said that if there would be moderate rainfall in the coming months, then half of the kharif crop would be saved while there would be better prospect for rabi crop.
Since the possibility of a cyclone or an intermittent rainfall cannot be ruled out in October and November as they have been experienced in the recent years, the farmers of the state have to find out some alternative methods to cope with the irregular weather conditions or else they would be the worst sufferers.
The state government and some NGOs have made some other relief arrangements for farmers during drought situations. But on most of the occasions, they have rendered more harm than good to the farmers.
True, that the crop insurance has benefited the farmers, but the financial assistance, compared to the extent and volume of losses, is just like a drop in the ocean.
Moreover, everyone is quite aware of the plight of the farmers at the time of applying for insurance cover and the traumatic experience in getting the money.
In spite of vociferous demands for adequate compensation against crop loss, the farmers have little to cheer about since a lion’s share of the relief assistance has found its way into the pockets of the contractors, businessmen and a group of dishonest bureaucrats.
Taking into consideration on these glaring instances of the past and present, the Paschima Odisha Krusijibi Sangh (POKS) has been urging the farmers to take up their own alternative measures to tackle the drought situation.
The Sangh has also made an appeal to the farmers unanimously to formulate drought mitigation programmes in their respective villages in the current year without depending on relief aid that has turned out to be a wild goose chase for them.
The Sangh is confident that the farmers would be able to stoutly counter the natural calamity if they adhere to these following remedies:
1.  Cultivation of sunflower, groundnut and onion as winter and summer crop in areas having dug wells and irrigation facilities;
2.  Let the farmers resort to sugarcane cultivation either with their own resources or by incurring bank loans as it is expected that cultivation of sugarcane would be profitable for the next three for four years.
3.  Stress on proper implementation of the project funds under several welfare schemes including the Employment Guarantee Scheme (EGS) and other rural development projects and ensure a bulk of the project expenditure especially in the development of agriculture and irrigation.
4.  Concerted effort to activate defunct Lift Irrigation (LI) points by discussing about the problems with the local elected representatives.
5.  Ensure alternative measures to prevent migration of agro farmers in search of work.
6.  Take steps to introduce a cooperative distribution system in the village to enable the villagers to get the edible items at reasonable rate and give proper attention to the continuity of the licensed public distribution system (PDS).
7.  Make sure that the helpless and senior citizens of the village get proper assistance from different government-sponsored programmes.
8.  Avail utilization of different government-sponsored programmes for digging fishery ponds on their own land. Take alternative steps in case of apathy of the government employees in this regard.
Please bear in mind that the drought problem in non-irrigated areas has become a regular feature. However, Nature has kept several opportunities open to us to counter the situation with ease.
On behalf of POKS, I request all the farmers of the Western Orissa region to prepare a plan for their locality by conducting meetings at the gram panchayats and blocks level. 
If necessary, efforts should be made to incorporate local banks, government officers and local NGOs in the said programmes.
I also request you to expedite your efforts in preparing the action plan for your respective locality and apprise the same to the district officials and their Central counterparts.
We are confident that we can successfully encounter the acute drought situation by sticking to these proposals in true letter and spirit.

(Jagadish Pradhan)
Convener, 
Paschima Odisha Krusijibi Sangh

(Dt 9.9.1995)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Exposure tour: Modern brick kiln

We the seven colleagues of the Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA)- Manas Kumar Panda, Biswaprakash Choudhury, Subhranshu Pradhan, Ghanashyam Bhitriya, Saroj Kumar Baitharu, sarpanch of Konabira gram panchayat Hukuman Jani and chairman of Komana Panchayat Samiti Ishwar Nayak-had an exposure tour to Asuramunda village near Balangir on August 6 this year to watch the rural water and sanitation scheme in the village.
We were accompanied by Debaraj Khadanga of the Gram Vikash to have a minute appraisal of the scheme.
With a total of 70 families from various caste, each family of the village depends on agriculture.
Besides, there are 14 self-help groups (SHGs) in the village- seven women SHGs, six men SHGs and one SHG comprising of children.
After reaching at the village at about 5 PM, we first went to see the modern brick kiln also known as the vertical shaft kiln.
The modern kiln, built at a cost of about Rs 10 lakh, has refractory bricks in its inner layer with each layer having the capacity to keep 330 clay bricks.
After the clay bricks are laid inside the layers of the kiln, coal, weighing about 15-20 kg is put inside the kiln.
The bricks are then baked for 24 hours after which 330 baked bricks are brought out of the kiln in every two hours.
There is also a machine placed outside the kiln to measure the exact temperature inside the furnace.
From there, we went to see the overhead water tank installed at the nearby Dangari hill from where water is brought to the village through pipes. Each house is connected with water taps for supply of drinking water.
It may be mentioned here that prior to the installation of overhead tank, about 80 percent of the villagers were suffering from several diseases including malaria, diarrhoea etc as they had no other way than to use the polluted pond water.
We were impressed by the sanitation measures taken up in the village with each house having a toilet at the backyard.
Not a single villager goes out to the open to attend the Nature’s call.
We also noticed kitchen gardens and at least one herbal plant in the backyard of every house.
Earlier, the villagers were having hard times for first-aid treatment. But now they are able to prepare first-aid medicines by adopting ayurvedic methods by collecting the leaves and roots of the herbal plants from their backyard.
Even the women SHGs of the village are preparing and selling the ayurvedic medicines.
We also went to the backyard of Kanhu Charan Pradhan and saw a variety of herbal plants being planted there.
The village has a committee for smooth management of all developmental works currently underway.
Before leaving for Tentuli village to see the overhead tank there, we had an informal discussion with the villagers.
---------------------------------------------------------
Training on spice processing
A five-day training on processing of spices was held at Belapada village in Kalahandi district from 18th August to 22nd August this year in which the women members of Sati Sabitri self-help group (SHG), and Annapurna SHG had participated.
Among others, three senior volunteers of Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (SVA)-Charan Gouda, Bholeswar Jal and Bipin Bihari Mohapatra-were present.
While imparting training to the SHG members, Mohapatra briefed them in details on also other aspects viz., alertness during the purchase of raw materials and their care, proper weight and packaging of spices, marketing strategies and profit and loss accounts.
Citing instances on the success of Samaleswari Women SHG, he said that the women entrepreneurs of the group have earned sizeable profits by selling spices, turmeric powder, cumin powder, chilli powder and chhatua (mixture of cereals such as wheat, chuda, groundnut etc) by selling them in the nearby markets.
He also said that proper management in the processing of spices would make it profitable.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Training on fisheries
The SVA had conducted a one-day training on fishery at Borda on 28th August, 2005 in which a total of 39 members from several self-help groups (SHGs) comprising male and female fish farmers including SVA members and Manoj Kumar Tripathy, the trainer from the Krishi Vigyan Kendra, had participated.
Briefing the members about fishery, Tripathy gave a detailed account of the care of the pond before letting the fingerlings in it, application of lime, selection of health fingerlings, methods of releasing the fingerlings into the pond, the volume of fingerlings to be let in proportion to the size of the pond and the follow-up care of these fingerlings.
While replying to several questions from the members, Tripathy also apprised them of the profits and losses in fishery.
The training session concluded with a vote of thanks offered by SVA volunteer, Charana Gouda to all the members for their active and sincere participation.
--------------------------------------------------------
Training workshop on fishery
SVA’s Bolangir unit, in association with Sahabhagi Swayam Sahayak Cooperative Ltd, had conducted a one-day training cum workshop on fishery at its Swaraj Ashram branch office at Balipada in Narla block recently in which several women SHGs including Jayadurga Mahila Sangh, Chaitanya Thakura Mahila Sangh and Trinatha Thakukra Mahila Sangh of Bhanapur, Dakhinakali Mahila Sangh of Salepada, Binapani Mahila Sangh, Mateswari Mahila Sangh, Satyanarayana Mahila Sangh and Maa Bhabani Mahila Sangh of Godangaduchha and Maa Sarala Mahila Sangh of Balipada village had participated.
Participating in the workshop, fishery scientist of Krushi Vigyan Kendra, Manoj Kumar Tripathy had imparted training to the SHG members.
Mr. Tripathy also replied to several questions from these SHG members.
The workshop concluded with a vote of thanks offered by Hemasagara Behera of SVA.
-------------------------------------------------
WORLP: Training on fishery
A one-day training camp on fishery was organized at the Khadial block on August 12, 2005 jointly with the men and women SHG members involved in the watershed project under the Western Orissa rural Livelihood Project (WORLP) while taking lease for fishery.
Present at the workshop as a resource person, fishery extension officer (FEO) of the block Sailesh Kumar Rath had imparted training to the members.
During the course of training, Rath said that people of Khadial block have, of late, evinced keenness in fishery as it is proved that fishery is more profitable than any other cultivation.
Stating that the state government in this context has taken special initiative by encouraging the farmers to take up fishery by providing them with loans, he said that the loan amount has been extended to Rs 1 lakh for taking up fishery on one acre of land.
Besides, the government has also made a provision of subsidy of Rs 25,000 and Rs 20,000 for the tribal community and farmers of the backward community respectively, he added.
The FEO said that by availing the aforesaid benefits and methodology, a farmer can be highly profited through fishery.
---------------------------------------------
Spice-making machine inaugurated
A spice-making machine, set up jointly by the two SHGs, was inaugurated at the Belapada village in Kalahandi district on 4th August this year.
Among others, manager of the Lead Bank, B K Panigrahi, AGM, Nabard D N Routray, chairman, Kalahandi Anchalika Gramya Bank (KAGB) J K Rajhans and project director (PD), District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) Kalahandi, P Parida and the local sarpanch were present.
SHG members of the Kalahandi district unit and 51 women SHG members from Salepada, Sapasilet, Seinpur, Belapada, Baragan, Bodapata and Borabhata villages had also participated.
In his address, AGM, NABARD, D N Routray stressed on the quality of the product for proper marketing while the manager of the Lead Bank cited the instances of the Lijjat Papad industry solely managed by the women’s organization.
Speaking on the occasion, the KAGB chairman urged the members to believe in themselves, show proper inclination to their work, to work diligently by developing cooperation among them to attain success.
The PD, DRDA said that the state government has given special emphasis to the upliftment of women to make them self-reliant and self-sufficient.
Giving a brief account of various programmes being undertaken by SVA, District Team Leader, Mahendra Joshi setting up of highlighted on Kandula Dal processing unit and broom-making unit at Kerpai, sunflower oil expelling unit at Narla and cultivation, storage and marketing of onion at Borda.
 




 



 

